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This May, the Center for Excellence in
Advocacy instituted a new two-credit course for
training law students to be trial lawyers: the
Intensive Trial Advocacy Program, or ITAP. The
program was held in the Henderson Learning
Resources Center May 16–May 23. Thirty-six
law students practiced trial skills daily in small
workshop groups in preparation for a simulated
civil or criminal trial to be held at the end of the
week-long program. They also watched live trial
skill demonstrations, listened to faculty lectures,
and had coffee or pizza with the members of the
twenty-five person faculty.

On a typical day, faculty would meet to review
the day’s schedule and to discuss the workshop
teaching goals. From 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.,
students gathered in groups of eight students
and two faculty. Since the workshops focused on
student performance of trial skills, students
were videotaped in the workshops and would
later review their taped performance in a one-
on-one session with a faculty member. From
10:45 a.m. to noon, students performed in the
workshop groups or attended lectures on trial
skills to be practiced the next day. The lecture
was followed by a trial skill demonstration in
which faculty demonstrated openings, direct
and cross examination of lay and expert wit-
nesses, jury voir dire, and closing arguments in
a criminal case and in a civil case with damages.

Lunch usually featured a talk or an instructional
video. Judge Jean Schmidt ’82 had lunch with
the students and talked to them about her per-
spective on trial advocacy “from the bench.”
Rose Rozmiarek, Division Chief, Fire
Investigation Division, State Fire Marshal’s
office, lectured on fire and arson investigation,
since the cases the students would try that
week involved arson issues. Students also
watched videotapes on communication skills
and story-telling techniques useful to trial
lawyers. 

After lunch, students continued in their work-
shops, which often included a presentation on a
relevant topic, such as jury selection presented
by jury consultant Tom Bisecker or preparing
the expert witness presented by Shawnee
County Coroner Erik Mitchell. The afternoon
program lasted until 5 p.m., after which the stu-
dents prepared for the next day’s exercises.

The faculty were demanding; the students never
missed a workshop, lecture or demonstration;
and the jury trials were well tried. In every work-
shop, faculty members completed standardized
evaluation forms for each student’s performance
and made written comments. 

On the last day of ITAP, the students tried a sim-
ulated civil or criminal case they had been
preparing during the week. The trials were held
in the Shawnee County Courthouse before state
or federal district judges. Students supplied
some of the jurors for the final jury trials, and
the program provided trial witnesses. Thanks to
Bill Ossmann ’77, program co-director, we had
seven arson investigators testify as experts in
these trials. A faculty member scored each stu-
dent’s performance during the final jury trials.

In one intense week, students learned how to try
a civil or criminal case skillfully. Here are some
comments taken from the written program evalu-
ations:

“ The entire program was geared toward the 
students’ learning. The opportunity to learn from
seasoned trial lawyers and our classmates is an
invaluable experience. If you want to learn trial
advocacy, this is your program...”

“This was an excellent program to immerse stu-
dents interested in trial work. The demonstra-
tions provided an opportunity to see the best
attorneys in the area perform a specific part of
the trial. This was amazing.”

“This program was very effective. Though it was
a lot of hard work, it was a very rewarding expe-
rience. We were lucky to be sur rounded by the
most competent lawyers and judges in the state
to work with.”



ITAP’S OUTSTANDING FACULTY
The faculty for ITAP included a diverse group
drawn from public and private practice and from
the civil plaintiffs and defense bar and the crimi-
nal defense bar: Randy Baird ’73, Terry Beck ’75,
Byron Cerrillo ’84, Jim Clark, David Cooper ’84,
Prof. John Francis, Mike Francis ’75, Scott Hesse
’84, The Hon. Judge Steven Hill ’75, Tad Layton
’03, Greg Lee ’78, Jared Maag ’95, Tony Mattivi
’94,  Maggie McIntire ’87, Bill Ossmann ’77,
Steve Pigg ’76, Ron Pope ’84, Todd Powell ’98,
Jeremy Shull ’02, Dustin Slinkard ’03, Bryan
Smith ’92, Marilyn Trubey ’87, Visiting Prof.
Curt Waugh ’87, Cal Williams ’78, and Karen
Wittman ’91.

A featured guest teacher and lecturer was Bill
Elward of the Illinois Attorney General’s office.
Bill is a highly regarded lawyer, and trial ad and
evidence teacher. He met with faculty, critiqued
workshop performances, and lectured twice: on
evidence and on cross examination techniques.

Faculty who demonstrated trial skills were:
Randy Baird ’73, Lee Barnett ’79, Mike Francis
’75, Tony Mattivi ‘94, Bill Ossmann ‘77, Ron Pope
‘84, Bob Pottroff, Cal Williams ’78, and Karen
Wittman ’91. Student staff included Todd Hiatt
’05, Danielle Saunders ’05, and Brandi Studer ’06.

Special thanks go to Bill Ossmann ’77, our pro-
gram co-director. Bill is a veteran member of our
trial ad faculty and was an active member of the
faculty committee that revised and improved our
trial ad program in the late 1990s. Not only did
Bill spend many hours planning and organizing
ITAP, but he recruited faculty, judges and all our
expert witnesses; taught a workshop group
every day; and played an expert witness in the
concluding jury trials. 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE
This was also the year the Center hosted its first
Advocacy Scholar in Residence, Doug Colbert,
who joined us for four days. Colbert is Professor
of Law at the University of Maryland and a
nationally recognized and successful advocate 
of bail and pretrial release reform. He presented
two public lectures on the 13th Amendment:
“The Badges and Incidents of Slavery: How the
13th Amendment Can be Used to Understand
Today’s Racially Discriminatory Practices” and
“40 Years After Gideon: Do Criminal Lawyers
Really Matter Anymore?”

Colbert also joined us in our trial advocacy
classes, in Professor Bill Rich’s Constitutional
Litigation Seminar, and in meetings with Law
Clinic faculty and students. He spoke to the 
faculty about new sources of material for exciting
and relevant legal scholarship, and was intro-
duced on the floor of the Kansas Senate where
he was particularly interested in pending legisla-
tion on regulating the actions of bounty hunters.
(The bill passed.)

As this academic year draws to a close, our
teaching partnership with our alumni remains
strong, enduring, and exciting.  All of us at the
Center can say with pride that we are successful-
ly teaching trial advocacy and training students:
We’re training them better, faster, and, with over
two-thirds of the second-year class enrolled in
these courses, we’re training a lot more of them. 

If you wish to learn more about the center, or if 
you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Director, Professor Michael Kaye, at
michael.kaye@washburn.edu. The Washburn Lawyer  
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