
Remembering The Hon. John Wooley

Remembering Frank C. Norton
Remembering Winton Hinkle

John B. Wooley, ’56, passed away 
February 15, 2019. He was 92. 

Wooley graduated from Wichita 
High School East in 1944 and 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy on his 
18th birthday. He then worked for 
Dillion grocery store and the Boeing 

Airplane Company for a short time before enrolling at 
Wichita State University. Upon graduation, he started 
at Washburn Law and graduated and passed the bar 
in February 1956. He returned to Wichita where he 
started practicing at the firm of McClellan, Michaud, 
and Robbins and later joined the county attorney staff 
before forming a partnership and practicing law with 
Marvin J. Martin. 

Wooley is most well-known for his service as a federal 
magistrate judge in Wichita, a role he held for more 
than 24 years. He had a love for both Wichita State 
and Washburn Law, and with his late wife Colleen, was 
very generous to both schools through scholarship and 
program gifts. 

Winton M. Hinkle, ’68, passed away 
January 12, 2019. He was 76. 

Hinkle grew up in Garden City 
and later attended Emporia State 
University, earning his teaching degree. 
He later chose to attend Washburn 
Law where he graduated at the top 

of his class and served as editor-in-chief of the Washburn 
Law Journal. 

Upon graduation, he accepted a position with a 
prominent law firm in Wichita, and thus began what 
became a highly distinguished and respected 46-year 
legal career. He co-founded Wichita’s second-largest 
law firm, Hinkle Law LLC, and became what many 
considered to be the expert in municipal finance, 
bond law, and tax and securities codes. Hinkle directly 
contributed to the growth and development of many 
important Wichita-area businesses.

He also maintained involvement with Washburn through 
the Law Alumni Association Board of Governors, 
including serving a three-year term as its president. In 
2015, he was recognized with the Washburn School of 
Law’s Lifetime Achievement Award.
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