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It is truly an exciting time for legal education, and Washburn University School of Law 
is leading the way.  I am proud to announce Washburn is the first law school to launch 
an out-of-residence enrollment option for third-year students that will allow students 
to complete their final year of law school from the city or town where they intend to 
practice after graduating. We call this our Third Year AnywhereTM enrollment option, 
and we are excited by the reception this curricular innovation has received. One national 
media outlet referred to it as “revolutionary” and “just what legal education needs,” 
and the National Jurist called it “innovative.” Washburn Law has always had a strong 
reputation for creating practice-ready lawyers, and this enrollment opportunity will 
build on that already strong reputation.   

It is also an exciting time for Washburn Law because we are celebrating Dean Jim 
Concannon’s achievements as a dean, teacher, and scholar. When many people think 
of Washburn Law they think of Jim, and rightfully so. Jim was the law school’s second 
longest serving dean and is the longest serving faculty member with 47 years of teaching 
at Washburn Law. Although Jim was set to retire at the end of this academic year, 
we were able to convince him to stay with us for at least one more year. While we are 
postponing a retirement celebration until Jim actually retires, we wanted to dedicate 
this issue of the Washburn Lawyer to him. In the pages that follow, we pay tribute to a 
remarkable man and his exceptional career at Washburn Law.

Sincerely,

Carla Pratt
Dean, Washburn University School of Law

Dean Pratt meets with students during  the “Donuts with the Dean” event. Photo by Martin 
Wisneski



As I begin my tenure as the chair of the Board of Governors, there are signs 
everywhere we look that the best is yet to come for Washburn University School of 
Law. Whether it is the national recognition many of our programs continue to receive, 
the progress of our Law School building campaign, the continued strength of our 
faculty and  administration, the diversity of our student body or the arrival of Dean 
Carla Pratt, optimism for what the future holds should be shared by all of us. While 
many of us are well aware of what distinguishes Washburn Law School, we need to 
spread the word so the Washburn Law School story is known well beyond the borders 
of Kansas. 

Thanks to our excellent faculty and staff, Washburn continues to attract national 
recognition. Our Family Law, Business Law, and Trial Advocacy Programs have 
received A ratings from preLaw Magazine and our Government Law program has 
been ranked No. 3 in the country by preLaw Magazine for full time Government 
and Public Interest Employment. Our Legal Writing program is ranked in the top 
20 by US News and World Report’s 2020 edition. This continues a trend of top 20 
rankings for that program, dating back several years. 

When Dean Carla Pratt began her tenure as dean, she arrived with high 
expectations and a list of initiatives of what she wanted to begin working on. One 
of the first that she has addressed is the first of its kind, the Third Year AnywhereTM 
program, and news of this initiative has gained national attention in publications 
such as Law.com and National Jurist.  

Significant progress continues to be made with respect to the fundraising efforts 
associated with the Law School building which will be constructed on the 
Southeast corner of the campus. The new Law School building when complete, will 
provide a fitting home for the high quality and innovative programs and instruction 
which characterize the Washburn Law School experience.

We continue to try and identify new and better ways to connect with our alumni, 
and our alumni staff is doing an excellent job of scheduling events throughout the 
country which provide an opportunity for our alumni to gather, remain connected 
and be updated on everything that is taking place at the Law School. I would 
particularly encourage all alumni to attend our Alumni Awards Recognition Dinner 
which will be held on Oct. 5. This is an opportunity to recognize the extraordinary 
achievements of our graduates.

Finally, I would like to thank my good friend Jim Slattery for his exceptional service 
as board chair over the last two years. Jim’s career has personified what can be 
accomplished when one capitalizes on the foundation provided by having attended 
Washburn Law School. It is a privilege to serve as board chair, and I look forward to 
connecting with many of you during the next two years and encourage all of you to 
stay connected and attend as many programs and events as possible. Thanks for your 
continued support.

Sincerely,

The Washburn University School of Law Alumni 
Association Board of Governors was first 
created in 1952. Our mission is to promote 
the interests of the Law School by engaging 
our alumni through service to the Law School 
and the Association, participating in alumni 
events and programs, remaining connected, 
and assisting to further scholarship funding. 
Appointments run July through June.

2018-2019 Board of Governors 
S. Lucky DeFries, ’78 - Chair (Topeka)
James C. Slattery, ’75 - Past Chair (Topeka and McLean, Va.)
Lynn S. McCreary, ’94 - Chair Elect (Brookfield, Wis.)
Thomas A. Adrian ’69 - Vice Chair (Newton, Kan.)
Ward E. Loyd, ’68 - Treasurer (Topeka)
Jeffrey D. Jackson, ’92 - Secretary (Lawrence, Kan.)
Paul R. Hoferer, ’75, Law Foundation President (Topeka)
Bernard A. Bianchino, ’74 - Law Foundation Treasurer  
      (Overland Park, Kan.)

Members 
T. Samantha Chechele, ’88 (St. Petersburg, Fla.)
John M. Collins, ’91 (Neptune, N.J.)
Alan Dunaway, ’10 (Salt Lake City, Utah)
Shanelle E. Dupree, ’07 (Kansas City, Kan.)
Lori A. Fink, ’85 (Dallas, Texas)
Stephen M. Gorny, ’94 (Kansas City, Mo.)
Natalie G. Haag, ’85 (Topeka, Kan.)
Donald F. Hoffman, ’77 (Hays, Kan.)
Edward L. Kainen, ’88 (Las Vegas, Nev.)
Jeffrey L. Kennedy, ’84 (Wichita)
Michael J. Kuckelman, ’90 (Overland Park, Kan.)
C. Michael Lennen, ’74 (Topeka, Kan.)
Sunee N. Mickle, ’06 (Topeka, Kan.)
Catherine Moyer, ’02 (Ulysses, Kan.)
W. Edward Nichols, ’71 (Denver, Colo.)
Randall K. Rathbun, ’78 (Wichita)
Sidney A. Reitz, ’76 (Salina, Kan.)
Zackery E. Reynolds, ’82 (Fort Scott, Kan.)
Frank J. Ross, ’78 (Kansas City, Mo.)
LewJene M. Schneider, ’92 (Maize, Kan.)
R. Douglas Sebelius, ’76 (Norton, Kan.)
Troy A. Stremming, ’95 (Overland, Park, Kan.)
L. Dale Ward, ’90 (Wichita, Kan.)

S. Lucky DeFries, ’78
Chair, Washburn University School of Law  
Alumni Association Board of Governors

Optimism for the Future



Washburn University School of Law has the voters of Kansas 
to thank that James Concannon became the longest-serving 
faculty member in the history of the law school. 

Concannon worked in the Kansas Attorney General’s office as 
a third-year law student during the summer and fall of 1970 
and was planning to continue his service after graduation from 
the University of Kansas School of Law when Dick Seaton was 
elected attorney general. 

Kansas voters had a different idea though, and Vern Miller 
was elected, creating quite a bit of turnover in the office. 
Concannon went on to serve as a research attorney for Kansas 
Supreme Court Justice Alex Fromme. 

While still working for Fromme, he taught as an adjunct 
professor at Washburn Law in the summer of 1972 – teaching 
Conflict of Laws, a class of more than 80 students, at 7:30 in 
the morning, then going to his office at 9 a.m. His plan was 
that when former Assistant Attorney General Ed Collister was 
elected as Douglas County attorney, Concannon would be an 
assistant county attorney and join Collister’s private practice in 
Lawrence.

Douglas County voters once again had a different idea, so 
Concannon started to think about what he really wanted to do. 

“I enjoyed teaching,” said Concannon, who now serves as the 
Senator Robert J. Dole Distinguished Professor of Law. “I was 

Concannon reflects on almost 50 years of service to Washburn Law.
By Sarah Towle, BA ’07  |  stowle@wualumni.org

Legendary Faculty
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fortunate that at about the time Douglas County voters had 
their say, Washburn Professor Dennis Stewart was appointed as 
a United States magistrate judge in Missouri, and that opened 
a full-time position for a faculty member to start in the fall of 
1973. Happily, I was selected as the new professor.” 

It was Concannon’s relationships with people, and his 
legendary stories, that have carried him through the decades  
and made him an iconic figure of Washburn Law for almost  
50 years. 

Time As Dean, 1988-2001
Concannon always has been focused on being active in the 
bar, whether it is presenting continuing education programs or 
serving on bar committees. So, when the University was having 
difficulty filling the dean position in 1988, David Pierce, ’77, 
a former student of Concannon and longtime colleague, said 
Concannon was drafted to the position because people knew 
he would do so well, and they were right. 

There were many noted accomplishments during his time as 
dean, but a few stand out as essential to getting the law school 
where it is today - investments in the WashLaw website, the 
new School of Law Library addition to the building, and 
increased involvement of faculty in legal education nationally 
that helped elevate Washburn Law’s status. 

“I realized early on we needed to do better communicating 
with our alumni and getting them involved in supporting the 
school,” he said. “The most enjoyable part of being dean was 
having an excuse to go out to see my former students and to 
learn about the successes they have had in their careers.”

According to his book, “The Ideal Place…for the Establishment 
of a Great Law School,” Concannon visited alumni in 14 
states and more than 40 cities in his first year as dean with the 
purpose of soliciting donations for the library addition which 
opened in the spring of 1992. 

Before the library addition opened, a new financing plan for 
the law school was facilitated by Concannon and many other 
administrators at Washburn University, and the school was 
given greater autonomy to increase its tuition and budget. 
Concannon said he knew students were willing to pay for a 
quality legal education, and that Washburn Law should not 
diminish its quality because it wasn’t able to increase its budget. 

“The law school financing plan was something that worked  
well when enrollment was expanding everywhere and  
people wanted to go to law school,” he said. “It gave us the 
financial resources to recruit top-notch faculty members 

and invest in technology. It gave us the flexibility to create a 
stronger program.”

The law school also was recognized by top legal publications 
while Concannon was dean. Among many other recognitions, 
in 1994, the National Jurist ranked Washburn Law first in the 
nation with student satisfaction with the quality of faculty and in 
1996 ranked the school second in overall student satisfaction. 

Changes In Teaching
When he came back to full-time teaching after serving as dean, 
he often quipped he was returning to what he was trained to 
do. Despite earning many honors for his service to the legal 
profession - he was honored with the Kansas Supreme Court 
Justice Award in 2012, the Distinguished Service Award from 
the Kansas Bar Association in 2017, and the Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the University of Kansas School of 
Law in 2011 – Concannon said he believes his biggest 
accomplishment over the course of almost a half century has 
been helping to hire excellent faculty members to continue the 
traditions of an exemplary education at Washburn. 

Many other faculty who had long tenures or are still serving 
started around the same time Concannon did. 

“Given I’m the most senior faculty member, the thing I feel 
good about is that I have been involved in the hiring process for 
everyone else who is here,” he said. “I think we have assembled an 
outstanding group of faculty members who are really committed 
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to students, and I hope the culture that we created 
will be carried on.”

With the changes in technology, how students 
learn has changed over time. When a case is 
mentioned in class, students can immediately 
pull it up online and a more in-depth discussion 
can take place. But technology also has had its 
downsides because of the instant gratification 
when students believe they have read something in 
their favor. Having taught many classes on statutes, 
Concannon has been known for saying “When 
a rule or a statute is involved, don’t think great 
thoughts. Read the rule.” Today, his corollary to 
that is: “When a rule or a statute is involved, it is 
mandatory to read all the way to the period.”

It is Concannon’s personality that won him over 
in the classroom among students. 

“He was always very animated and had a twist or a 
turn to every story to go along with what we were 
studying for the day,” said Pierce, recalling him as 
a professor. “With his wonderful sense of humor 
he approached each class totally at ease and was 
obviously having fun teaching us. We were having 
fun learning. Even with the anxiety of preparing for 
class and being called upon to recite, we still looked 
forward to our time with ‘Concannon.’ It was a badge 
of honor to have been taught – and tested – by him.” 

The care faculty have for students has not changed 
over the last few decades, and Concannon hopes 
that culture continues, noting students are very 
savvy and want to learn. 

“Every day is different,” he said. “Students will 
come up with things that no student previously 
saw. The material and my subjects are interesting 
to me, and as a faculty member, you hope you’re 
helping people to learn how to analyze situations 
and come up with practical solutions.”

Concannon said that after almost 50 years,  
he enjoys the collegial atmosphere among the 
faculty and students. Despite not attending  
as many student parties anymore, they still have  
fun together.  

Photo by Doug Stremel



“When a lot of the senior faculty first started teaching 
here, most of us weren’t much older than our students. 
Most students from the 70s and 80s will remember that 
I rarely missed a student party,” he joked. “I miss more 
now because students frequently don’t start them until 9 
o’clock at night.”
 

The Future Of Washburn Law
After this spring, Concannon will transition into a 
new role in which he still will teach Evidence and Civil 
Procedure II in the spring and also work to expand 
placement opportunities for students. While he will leave 
to others teaching the online courses affiliated with the 
new Third Year AnywhereTM program at Washburn Law, 
he is excited for how legal education and the law school 
will change. He believes the program will help the law 
school compete for applicants in a broader geographical 
range and make graduates more competitive for job 
opportunities where they want to practice. 

“We have a lot to do to develop an online-course 
capacity, and I can assure you that I’m not going to lead 
us in doing that,” he joked. “But recruiting students has 
always been a challenge for every law school, and with the 
decline in enrollment in law schools nationally, we have 
to offer opportunities that meet the needs of students, or 
they will not come.”

Understanding what the library expansion did for the 
current law building that is 50 years old, Concannon 
is looking forward to the new building, and what it 
will do for Washburn Law. To properly implement the 
online course structure, new technology and different 
configurations will be needed in the classrooms, and the 
new building will make that possible. 

No matter what the future holds, one thing won’t 
change about the law school – it will always be a place 
that trains good and ethical lawyers and provides 
students opportunities, and the law faculty will always 
make significant contributions to the profession and 
scholarship. Pierce believes those traditions will hold true 
because of people like Concannon.

“I’ve seen him as a student and a colleague,” Pierce 
said. “He brought so much to the University and the 
law school during his service as dean. He served during 
important times for the law school. He identified what 
needed to be done, and did it.”
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Celebrating a Century

While serving as dean, James Concannon 
researched and wrote an article describing the 
history of little-known law schools in Kansas in the late 
1800s and early 1900s including Campbell College in 
Holton, Bethany College in Lindsborg, and Garfield 
University on the campus of what today is Friends 
University in Wichita. 

When his time as dean of the law school concluded 
in 2001, and with Washburn Law’s centennial 
approaching in 2003, Concannon knew Washburn 
Law had a special story, and it needed to be told. 

“In the course of being dean, I talked with so many 
people and heard so many stories,” he said. “There 
were some myths that had gone around, and writing 
the book was one thing I decided needed to be 
done. Given the preliminary work I had done about 
the other Kansas law schools, I concluded that if I did 
not do this, no one would.”

Concannon, with the editing assistance of many 
faculty members, alumni, and others, wrote the book 
“The Ideal Place…for the Establishment of a Great 
Law School: History of Washburn Law School, 1903-
2003,” and it was published in 2012. The 756-page 
book, with an extensive index, is still available for 
purchase today and is often given to new faculty 
members to give them a sense of the role the law 
school has played in the legal community and to 
continue the transfer of the culture of Washburn Law. 

“Washburn Law survived a good deal of adversity 
through the early years, but so many of the alumni I 
visited with during my years as dean had such pride 
in the institution and felt so fondly about the faculty 
members they had, it seemed to me this would be a 
book our alumni would enjoy,” Concannon said. 

James Concannon wrote the book, “The Ideal Place...for the 
Establishment of a Great Law School: History of Washburn 
Law School 1903-2003,” and published it in 2012. 
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New option aims to prepare students to practice in the substantive and geographic area they want.
By Sarah Towle, BA ’07  |  stowle@wualumni.org

Third Year AnywhereTM

Legal education has always had a global focus at the Washburn 
University School of Law, but third-year law students will now 
get the opportunity to experience the type of law they want to 
practice in the geographic location they want to be. 

Students who are admitted fall 2019 or later will have 
the opportunity to complete their final year of law school 
through the innovative Third Year AnywhereTM enrollment 
option. Students who participate in this option will increase 
their practice-readiness by completing an externship in the 
geographic area where they plan to practice after graduation.

Students will earn academic credit while gaining real-world 
experience practicing law under the supervision of a licensed 
lawyer 20 hours per week in one of six sectors: corporate, 
government, higher education, judicial, law firm, or public 
interest. 

“Washburn has long been known for graduating students who 
are practice-ready, and the Third Year AnywhereTM enrollment 

option will build on that foundation by affording students 
more in-depth practical experience during law school,” said 
Carla Pratt, dean of Washburn Law. “Placing students in the 
legal market where they intend to practice will position them 
to join the local bar association, network with lawyers who will 
become their professional peers, and interview for jobs in that 
market prior to graduating.”

The program was prompted by a change within the American 
Bar Association guidelines in 2018 on legal education and 
allowing 30 hours of distance education. As Washburn Law 
has always focused on providing practice-ready experiences 
for its students, it was ideally ready to be the first law school in 
the nation to implement such a program. The move has been 
applauded by Above the Law, referring to it as “revolutionary,” 
and preLaw magazine calling it “innovative.”

Shawn Leisinger, associate dean for centers and external 
programs, and Janet Thompson Jackson, professor of law at 
Washburn, will oversee the program. Third-year coursework 
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will be completed through substantive online law courses, 
including a course in law practice competencies which will 
teach students project management skills, how to use legal 
technology, how to read financial statements, and other 
competencies essential for successful law practice.   

“The end of the second year, they have taken the core courses 
and they have figured out how to study,” Leisinger said. “The 
students are capable of self-motivation and can benefit from a 
long-distance placement.”

With alumni in 14 countries and American territories, students 
will be able to focus on international law if interested. While 
mentors for third-year law students don’t need to be Washburn 
Law alumni, the law school’s alumni are being very supportive 
and are offering to help students search their ideal placement. 
Placement locations will be open based on availability and to 
ensure student safety and educational integrity. 

Opportunities also exist for students to participate in an 
externship in underserved rural locations which will enhance 
the rural law initiative at Washburn Law. Today, almost 20 
percent of the U.S. population resides in rural areas, but only 
2 percent of lawyers work there. Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Dane G. Hansen Foundation, many Washburn Law 
students can spend the summer practicing with an attorney in 
rural Kansas. With the Third Year AnywhereTM program, that 
summer could turn into an entire year. 

“The students can go there and live in the community, 
transition to taking the bar exam, and practice in those same 
locations,” Leisinger said. “Most of the attorneys are very 
supportive in these areas because there is a lot of work and it 
could bring them a potential partner.”

Enrollment in the program is competitive and limited to 
students the faculty deem best prepared to benefit from an  
out-of-residence practicum and distance education. Students 
can be connected with alumni or friends of Washburn Law 
as mentors in the field where they are placed, with Leisinger 
noting that alumni live all over the United States and in many 
different countries. 

“Washburn Law has the faculty that care enough about this 
to put the time and effort into it – this is not the easy way out 
as our courses have to be restructured and they have to put 
together online courses,” he said. “We want to do it the right 
way, and everyone is committed to doing that.”

Volunteer Opportunities

Alumni who would like to volunteer to supervise a 
student intern in the program should complete the 
Placement Site Interest form at washburnlaw.edu/
admissions/thirdyearanywhere/siteinterest.html

Washburn Law compiled alumni locations to showcase areas where students could potentially receive mentoring if they participate in the Third Year 
AnywhereTM program.

Washburn Law alumni also live in American  
Samoa, Australia, Cameroon, Canada, China,  
Grenada, Guam, Iceland, Korea, the Netherlands,  
Nigeria, the Philippines, Singapore, and the Virgin Islands.
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Teri Wilford Wood, ’78, loves a good challenge – the kind of 
legal conundrum that requires research, problem-solving, and 
relationships to find a workable solution. During a career in 
international employment law that has spanned more than two 
decades, Wood has distinguished herself as one of the field’s top 
professionals. She recently joined the New York City office of 
Jackson Lewis, a labor and employment law firm that employs 
more than 900 lawyers at 58 offices in the United States.

In her new of counsel position, Wood continues to cultivate 
and hone her expertise in global legal issues, languages, 
cultures, and workplace needs. She focuses her practice  
on international employment issues, corporate governance  
and investigations, workplace training, and restrictive 
covenants worldwide.

“Jackson Lewis asked me to focus on areas that tapped my 
global in-house experience to grow that dimension of the firm,” 
Wood said. “As a corporate labor and employment lawyer, I 
had responsibility for nearly every legal issue that touches the 
employment relationship. And after a number of years at big 
companies, I had handled a good number of situations, both 
domestic and international.”

Wood is no stranger to high-profile appointments. Before 
joining Jackson Lewis, she served for 22 years as associate 

general counsel at IBM Corporation, a position held by women 
in only a quarter of Fortune 500 companies. In this role, she 
headed IBM’s Corporate Legal Human Resources Law Group, 
which is responsible for the company’s employment, labor, 
benefits, and compensation law in 175 countries. Through these 
experiences, Wood has learned to navigate differences – both 
subtle and significant – in legal systems around the world.

“You find all sorts of variations that make international 
employment law both fascinating and confounding,” she said.  
“A company that has operations overseas might develop one 
policy that applies the same to every employee in each country.  
And you might think that’s an appropriate and fair approach 
– until you consult local country law and find legal differences 
that require policy differences in many countries.”  

Instead of getting overwhelmed by the many stakeholders and 
requirements she has to manage, Wood finds these legal and 
cultural differences extremely fascinating and gratifying – not to 
mention the many different laws she encounters in each of the 
50 states domestically. The ability to find personal satisfaction in 
a challenge is one reason she has had such an exceptional career 
in her chosen field. She also enjoys her work tremendously, 
which she believes is essential to success in any profession.

“It’s a real labor of love, and I’ve had lots of fun with it,” she 
said of her career. “That’s not universally the case. I’ve heard 
some say that the real draw is a title, salary, and nice office, but 
that the work is not so interesting. That might carry one for 
the short-term, but to sustain a robust and fulfilling legal career 
over the long-term, look for the challenge and what energizes 
you as a lawyer and a person. And with that in place, what 
could be better than passing it all along to others as a mentor, 
manager, or supporter?” 

Though Wood has excelled in international employment law, 
she did not initially aspire to be a lawyer. Her first job was as 
a broadcast journalist at a television station in Kansas City, 
Missouri, an experience that initially sparked her interest 
in First Amendment law. After starting at a law firm, she 
became an administrative judge at the U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, which introduced her to 
discrimination law and charted the course of her career. During 
this time of transition, she credits her education at Washburn 

Wood continues to hone expertise on international employment law.  
By Angela Lutz

Honorary Degree

Teri Wilford Wood addresses graduates at the spring graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Earl Richardson
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University School of Law with giving her the versatility to adapt 
and take advantage of various opportunities she encountered.

“As I’ve discovered along the road of my career, any success 
that comes your way is due in large measure to recognizing and 
embracing opportunities – and a fair amount of luck,” she said. 
“Because I’ve had broad educational experiences and supportive 
mentors, family, and professors along the way, I’ve had the 
foundation to meet many challenges. But when the challenge 
was too overwhelming, that same foundation provided me with 
the resilience to regroup and seek help to rebuild. Much of that 
I trace back to my Washburn law school education and the 
starting point of my legal career.”

In May, Wood received an honorary doctor of law degree from 
Washburn University School of Law and had an opportunity 
to address graduates at the 2019 commencement ceremony. She 
remains involved on the advisory board for Washburn Law’s 
Transactional Law Center, and she regularly meets with several 
Washburn graduates who also reside in New York. These types 
of relationships, she said, have enriched both her career and her 
personal life.

“I was absolutely surprised when I received the call from 
President Jerry Farley,” Wood said of her honorary degree. “This 
is, of course, a wonderful honor, and I’m deeply grateful. As I’ve 
said, luck, opportunities, and supportive people all play a major 
role in any successful career. I’ve had an abundance of all. But 
the most rewarding part ends up being the many relationships 
developed and growing along the way.”

Teri Wilford Wood, ’78, receives her honorary degree from Washburn University. From left to right: JuliAnn Mazachek, vice president for academic affairs, 
and Terry Beck, BA ’72, JD ’75. Photo by Earl Richardson

“It’s a real labor of love, and I’ve had 
lots of fun with it. That’s not universally 
the case. I’ve heard some say that 
the real draw is a title, salary, and 
nice office, but that the work is not so 
interesting. That might carry one for 
the short-term, but to sustain a robust 
and fulfilling legal career over the 
long-term, look for the challenge and 
what energizes you as a lawyer and a 
person.” - Teri Wilford Wood



Not one to sit idly by, Karla Jones-Wilson, ’03, is always 
looking for the next investment in her future. 

Jones-Wilson received a bachelor of science degree in industrial 
engineering from Purdue University and worked as an engineer 
for seven years before looking for more in the form of a law 
degree from Washburn University School of Law. Then 
she went on to receive a master of law in taxation from the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. 

For the past 12 years, she’s served as general counsel and CLO 
for Foutch Brothers, LLC in Kansas City, Missouri, where she 
assists with the complexities of using historic tax credits and 
other public financing incentives to acquire and restore historic 
commercial and mixed-use properties worth more than $275 
million. It just so happens that for the past two years, Jones-
Wilson has been able to work remotely from Lakewood Ranch, 
Florida, where she now lives with her family. In addition to 
being an attorney, she is also a realtor with Florida Life Team 
LLC, a concierge real estate brokerage in Sarasota, Florida. She 
and her husband, Bradley Wilson, work together to help high-
end buyers and sellers, as well as investors, with their real estate 
needs in the greater Sarasota area.

Here, Jones-Wilson shares about her work with Foutch 
Brothers, LLC, as well as some of the opportunities and 
challenges that come from working with historic properties. 

What is Foutch Brothers, LLC and what is your 
role with the company? Foutch Brothers, LLC is a one-
stop shop real estate development company that specializes in 
the redevelopment of historic buildings in Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Our goal is to preserve history one 
building at a time. Initially, some of the buildings may be 
an eyesore because they may be blighted or abandoned. 
We utilize historic tax credits and various public financing 
incentives to redevelop historic buildings and turn them 
into thriving loft style apartments, mixed-use residential and 
retail spaces, and sports arenas. My job duties entail advising 
the company of the best legal entity to use for each project, 
conducting transactional work related to our real estate 
development, which includes reviewing and drafting various 
types of contracts, tax credit syndication agreements, financing 
documentation, as well as working with our investors and 

communicating with various government agencies. Although 
I work remotely now, I’ve been with the company for 12 years 
and have established a great rapport with all of our business 
partners and have a great arsenal of resources at my fingertips.  

What are some of the complexities of working 
with historic properties? There may be a chance that 
a building we want to redevelop may be in bad shape either 
falling apart or crumbling. To ensure we can move forward with 
historic rehabilitation, we hire structural engineers to conduct 
testing and to make assessments on whether a building has 
enough structural integrity to rehabilitate.  

Our in-house architects complete and submit historic 
applications to the State Historic Preservation Office and  
U.S. National Park Service to place our buildings on the 
National Register of Historic Places and to ensure every 
building we want to rehabilitate qualifies as a historic building 
eligible to receive historic tax credits. Once the building 
is placed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 
National Park Services must approve all of the rehabilitation 
work conducted on each building. As a result of this approval 
process, unplanned costs could be added to the rehabilitation 
budget if we are required to modify our plans to meet specific 
historic rehabilitation standards.    

Can you share some of the more notable 
properties you have helped with? The Equitable 
Building located in downtown Des Moines, Iowa, is a high-rise 
historic office building we converted into mixed use, residential 
loft style apartments and retail spaces, which includes a rooftop 
terrace and fitness center. Across the street from the Equitable 
is another historic high-rise office building conversion we 
redeveloped called the Des Moines Building, which features two 
rooftop decks with amazing views of downtown Des Moines. 
One of the most recent projects we redeveloped in Kansas City, 
Missouri, is the Hy-Vee Arena, which is the formerly known 
historic Kemper Arena. We added a second floor to the Arena 
and converted it into an indoor sports and retail facility. Another 
recent property we redeveloped in Kansas City, Missouri, called 
JPII Commons and Student Housing is located very close to the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City and Rockhurst University 
campuses. We converted a former historic Catholic school center 
into much needed student housing.   
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Karla Jones-Wilson discusses working remotely, acquiring and restoring historic properties.
By Annie Flachsbarth

Question & Answer



The best part of my job is seeing the finished buildings. It’s 
always great to see an ugly, blighted building transform into 
a beautiful, unique property where people want to visit or 
live. Some of our properties are actually old, historic school 
buildings that we converted into loft style apartments. It is 
great when you are in an apartment and see a chalkboard in the 
kitchen because it was part of the original historic feature of a 
former school. 

Washburn Law recently adopted a new program 
where third-year law students can take online 
classes remotely. Do you think a program like 
that would have benefited you? Yes. It’s an excellent 
option, especially for those students who could benefit from 
working during the school year with a law firm in a different 
geographical location to gain more practical experience. By  
the third year of law school, you are able to handle more and 
taking an online class while working is definitely feasible.  
My oldest son was born right before my last semester of law 
school, and I worked as an extern for a law firm in Kansas  
City, Missouri. During that time, it would have been a great 

option to take an online class from home to cut down on my  
50-minute drive time. 

Was it a big jump to go from the engineering field 
to the law? No. Actually, being an engineer prepared me 
for law school. As an engineering student, I studied a lot and 
was trained to analyze and process information methodically. 
When everyone else was sleeping, I was up studying. I applied 
that same process and work ethic to law school. I treated law 
school like a job. I arrived by 8 a.m. every day and stayed until 
5 p.m. every evening whether I had class or not and studied in 
between classes, as well as during the evenings.  

My husband and I moved from Waukesha, Wisconsin, to 
Kansas City, Kansas, so I could attend Washburn Law. I chose 
Washburn Law because the professors were easily accessible 
and welcoming. The Law Clinic also had a great reputation. I 
was fortunate to have the opportunity to participate in the Law 
Clinic during my last year. It was impactful to be able to help 
real clients with real life situations. Attending Washburn Law 
was a great experience!

Q&A  |  13

Karla Jones-Wilson. Photo by Karen Engel Photography
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Steve Gorny, ’94, always wanted to be a lawyer, but he wasn’t 
sure what type of law to practice. Then, when he was in high 
school, his grandfather died as a result of medical negligence – 
and in college, Gorny suffered an accident himself when he was 
hit by a truck while jogging through an intersection. He made 
a full recovery, but these traumatic events helped bring his 
professional goals into focus.

“It solidified my decision to become a trial lawyer helping folks 
who were injured,” Gorny said. “I was fortunate – my accident 
could have been really bad. But I was displeased with the way 
my attorney handled the situation, and I decided to become a 
trial lawyer and treat my clients and cases much differently.”

Twenty-five years later, Gorny has his own firm in Kansas City, 
Missouri, dedicated primarily to personal injury and wrongful 
death cases. He is also the first Washburn University School of 
Law graduate to serve as president of the Missouri Association of 
Trial Attorneys, a position that gives him a key role advocating 
and protecting access to the courts for injured individuals.

“A very large part of what MATA does is work on legislation, 
such as fighting against mandatory arbitration provisions and 
fighting against caps on damages,” Gorny said. “I’m in Jefferson 
City almost every week.”

Across the state line, another Washburn University School 
of Law graduate is heading up the Kansas Trial Lawyers 
Association. Like Gorny, Tom Warner, ’84, also considers his 
appointment as president of KTLA an opportunity to stick up 
for vulnerable individuals. 

“We are the only organization in Kansas that represents trial 
lawyers and looks out for the interests of injured folks or those who 
have lost loved ones through the negligence of others,” Warner said. 
“KTLA helps organize trial lawyers and makes sure we have a say in 
the laws and procedures that affect the clients we represent.”

Warner has been a member of KTLA since he began his career as 
a trial lawyer in 1985. Today, he has his own firm in Wichita, but 
his professional mission remains the same as it did 36 years ago. 

“What we try to do as trial lawyers is give a voice to people 
who wouldn’t otherwise have a voice,” he said. “We do that by 
representing the little guy against insurance companies and 
corporate interests. Without being represented by a trial lawyer, 
a plaintiff is likely not going to be successful.”

Warner gained a lot of courtroom experience while he was still 
in law school – including the time he lost a case against his best 
friend’s father, an event he still remembers fondly. He believes 

Midwest trial lawyer associations are led by Washburn Law graduates.  
By Angela Lutz

Leading the Best

Steve Gorny, ’94. Photo by Nick Krug Tom Warner, ’84. Photo by Jeff Tuttle



the wealth of hands-on learning he gained at Washburn 
gave him a head start on a successful career, which is 
one reason he sees so much value in the law school’s 
trial advocacy program. This competitive, team-based 
initiative allows students to develop and present 
hypothetical cases and demonstrate trial skills. 

“Today, cases aren’t tried as often as they used to be,” 
Warner said. “There are a lot more settlements, a lot 
more mediations. The concern that I have, which  
I think is shared with others in KTLA, is the art  
of trying a case is going to be lost if we don’t teach 
 young lawyers how to try cases and get them into  
the courtroom periodically. Sometimes cases need  
to be tried.” 

To help young lawyers gain experience, KTLA hosts an 
annual two-day trial academy focusing on the various 
aspects of trying a case, such as giving an opening 
statement, examining a witness, and developing 
evidence. At MATA, Gorny shares Warner’s concerns 
that many lawyers lack vital courtroom experience. 
He remains connected with Washburn by serving 
on the Alumni Association board of governors and 
hosting annual “lunch and learn” seminars to students 
interested in litigation.

“There are a lot of lawyers I encounter who are years 
into their practice and don’t have any on-their-feet 
courtroom experience,” Gorny said. “The opportunity 
while in law school to experiment and gain comfort 
and learn from trial lawyers is invaluable. It makes 
the graduates more marketable, so they have the 
opportunity to litigate and do things others may not 
have a chance to do.”

Giving up-and-coming trial lawyers ample courtroom 
experience also ensures the best possible outcome for 
injured individuals in need of justice, which Gorny 
considers the most rewarding aspect of his career.

“Sometimes money that we can recover in a case is 
needed to pay bills or medical expenses or replace 
a lost breadwinner,” he said. “But I’m never bashful 
about saying that money can make people’s lives 
easier. For folks who have had something difficult or 
traumatic that makes their life more difficult, well – if 
I can help make their life a little easier, I think that’s a 
good thing.”

Honoring Civility in Courtroom
By Sarah Towle, BA ’07  |  stowle@wualumni.org

Lt. Col. Pete Ramirez, (Ret.), BBA ’71, JD ’73, knew at the age of 
8 he wanted to be a lawyer. In the third grade, he noticed that 
when a minority child became ill at school, they were told to walk 
home. When the child was white, the teacher would drive the 
child home. 

“One day, I became very ill and was told to walk home,” he said. 
“The next day, I had surgery for an appendicitis. Even at 8 years old, 
I knew it was wrong, and something needed to be done.”

As Ramirez moves toward the end of his career as a trial lawyer, 
during which he tried more than 100 jury trials to verdict, he is 
happy he’s been able to help people who have experienced 
an injustice like he did as a child. He is capping off his successful 
career by serving as president of the Colorado Chapter of the 
American Board of Trial Advocates. ABOTA’s mission includes the 
preservation of the right to civil jury trials: elevation of  the standards 
of advocacy, integrity, honor, and courtesy in the legal profession; 
and to educate the public to promote its appreciation and respect 
for the civil justice system. Different than the Kansas and Missouri 
Trial Lawyer Associations, this organization invites both plaintiff and 
defense lawyers into the organization who have tried more than 20 
civil jury trials and are voted in by more than 75 percent of chapter 
members who believe the lawyer has demonstrated superior trial 
skills and promotes civility and professionalism in the courtroom. 

“If anything taught me the importance of civility, I saw it through 
the profession in Topeka,” he said. “I chose Washburn Law 
because I knew a lot of Washburn graduates, and I knew the one 
thing they could do was go to court and effectively represent their 
clients, and that is what I wanted to do.”

After graduation from Washburn Law, Ramirez continued on 
with the Air Force and worked to try as many court marshals as 
he could while based in Colorado and then Spain. While there, 
he met his wife, Carmen, a Spanish lawyer, and had a special 
opportunity to have a one-on-one breakfast with U.S. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Warren Burger when he was visiting. 

From Spain, Ramirez moved back to Colorado where he was a 
Denver deputy district attorney felony prosecutor and continued 
to serve in the Air Force Reserve. He went into civil practice in 
1984, initially doing insurance defense work, but for the last 25 
years has focused on representing clients catastrophically injured 
in automobile crashes and by defective products. He believes trial 
attorneys are a special type of people – they have compassion 
and recognize their client as more than a file in the desk drawer. 

“Trial attorneys have to be motivated to provide the best service,” 
he said. “I have represented people who have been terribly 
injured, and while you can’t take away the injuries, I hopefully 
made life better for them.”

Pete Ramirez, BBA ’71, JD ’73. Photo by Barry Staver
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Student, pageant participant knows her experiences will be important as she begins her career.
By Angela Lutz  

Seasoned Advocate

From pageants and disability advocacy to the Slovak Republic 
and back again, Washburn University School of Law student 
Jennifer Salva’s career path has been anything but typical. Salva, 
’19, graduated from Washburn in May, and various aspects of 
her unique background will continue to inspire her work as  
an attorney.

For starters, Salva has been an advocate for individuals 
with disabilities since she was in grade school. Her younger 
sister was born with a chromosomal translocation, a type of 
genetic mutation that, in her sister’s case, caused deafness, 
developmental delays, and cognitive disabilities. Instead of 
feeling intimidated or bashful when curious strangers or 
classmates stared, Salva felt empowered.

“I’ve always been so proud that she’s my sister,” Salva said. “I was 
always very interested in telling my peers about her, teaching 
them sign language, and telling them it’s okay to interact with 

her even though she has disabilities. That turned into teaching 
sign language classes and advocating to teachers about how to 
be more inclusive.”

Originally from Sugar Creek, Missouri, Salva and her family 
moved to Olathe, Kansas, so her sister could attend the Kansas 
School for the Deaf, where her sister eventually earned her 
high school diploma. Salva describes her sister as intelligent 
and capable, and watching her struggle to find meaningful 
employment has been a significant motivating factor in Salva’s 
decision to become a lawyer. 

After graduation, in addition to joining Kansas City-based 
firm Lathrop Gage following a federal clerkship with Judge 
Julie Robinson in the United States District Court for the 
District of Kansas, Salva will serve on the advocacy committee 
at Inclusion Connections, Inc., an Olathe-based nonprofit 
focused on helping individuals with disabilities find jobs.

Jennifer Salva. Photo by Doug Stremel 
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“Having a job is so essential for personal fulfillment,” Salva 
said. “This is important to me because it’s such a challenge for 
my sister. Without my sister, I don’t think I’d be on the path 
that I am that led me to law school. She’s the reason behind so 
many choices that I’ve made and will continue to make, both 
personally and professionally.” 

Along with her sister, Salva is motivated by her Slovak heritage. 
Her hometown is packed with Slovak immigrants, including 
Salva’s grandparents, whose families came to the area to work at 
a nearby oil plant. 

“I always say if you throw a rock in the air in Sugar Creek, you’ll 
hit a relative of mine,” she joked. 

It was Salva’s love and appreciation for Slovak culture that 
inspired her to start competing in pageants. In 2011, she 
became Miss Czech-Slovak Kansas, and the following year 
she became Miss Czech-Slovak United States, which she still 
considers one of her proudest moments. Her title earned her 
a trip to the Slovak Republic to visit her family, as well as 
scholarship money. Despite her travels, she knew the place she 
could do the most good was right here at home.

“I realized that although I love to travel, I want to be in Kansas 
City,” she said. “I want to be where my sister is. I think when you’re 
younger you think you have to go somewhere to affect change, but 
there’s a lot of work that needs to be done right here, too.”

Still, Salva loved competing in pageants so much she decided 
to enter the Miss America system, and in 2014, she was first 
runner-up in the Miss Kansas competition, earning the title of 
Miss Kansas Sweetheart. She has also been named Miss Topeka, 
Miss Johnson County, and Miss Leavenworth County. True to 
form, Salva used her public platform to speak up for individuals 
with disabilities like her sister.

“I used my pageant titles to go visit schools and talk to kids  
and teachers about inclusion of people with disabilities,” she 
said. “People will listen to Miss Topeka more than they will  
just Jennifer.”

In the professional world, people often seem surprised that 
Salva has competed in pageants, but she insists that the 
difference between a crown and sash and a successful attorney 
isn’t as great as it initially appears – especially because, as Salva 
said, you get out of pageants what you put into them. 

“I got to hone my advocacy skills,” Salva explained. “I learned 
how to compose myself in public. That was helpful in going 
into law school, where you’re expected to speak in front of a lot 

of people. When you have a crown and sash on, people expect 
you to be on your feet 100 percent of the time, and I think 
that’s really similar to being an attorney.” 

During Salva’s time at Washburn, she has earned a number of 
scholarships from the university, as well as the J.L. Weigand, 
Jr. Notre Dame Legal Education Trust, which aims to keep the 
best attorneys from Kansas practicing in the state. She has also 
earned a scholarship from the Kansas Bar Foundation each 
year of her law school career – awards she is particularly proud 
of given she previously worked as an editor of the Kansas Bar 
Association’s journal. She considers these scholarships essential 
to her achievements at Washburn.

“Scholarships have allowed me to focus on my studies, which has 
been monumental to my success in law school,” Salva said. “When 
your tuition is paid for and you’re not constantly worried about 
student loans, you can focus on your studies. I’m so incredibly 
thankful, and I can’t wait until I’m at a point in my career where I 
can financially give the same opportunity to other students.”

Top Law Student of the Year

In April 2019, the Washburn University School of Law 
announced Jennifer Salva had been named one of 
National Jurist magazine’s 2019 Top Law Students.

The award recognizes “smart, passionate, worthy 
students...who have overcome a host of obstacles 
and are resolved to helping others,” according to the 
magazine’s website.

In wanting to create a more inclusive place to live for 
her sister, who was born with profound developmental 
disabilities, Salva uncovered a passion to increase 
access to justice for marginalized populations, despite 
what that barrier to justice may be. Her extensive 
experience working with individuals with poor 
communication skills, and varying ability levels, and her 
knowledge of American Sign Language equipped her 
with a special understanding of how to serve others. 

“This recognition demonstrates how great of a place 
Washburn Law is to earn a legal education,” Salva said. 
“I chose to come to law school to increase my ability to 
help others. But I didn’t realize how much help I would 
receive along the way from professors, Washburn Law 
alumni, and the J.L. Weigand, Jr. Legal Education Trust 
as I worked toward my degree. I’m really lucky that I get 
to have my name on this award, but it is emblematic of 
Washburn Law, its professors (especially Emily Grant and 
Joseph Mastrosimone, who have been mentors for me 
and so many others), and other Washburn Law students 
who are doing incredibly important work in their 
communities, too. I am proud to represent Washburn 
Law, and all that it embodies, in this unique way.”
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During his 15-year career working with NFL players, Les Pico, 
’92, has gotten good at busting stereotypes. One misconception 
he encounters quite often: Not every football player is a 
millionaire. Still, that doesn’t stop family and friends from hitting 
them up for cash, which can be stressful for a new professional 
athlete. That’s where Pico comes in: Part of his job is helping 
these young men manage their money and set limits in their 
personal relationships so they can be more effective on the field. 

“If a player was raised in a single-parent home and his mother 
worked three jobs to help him get through school, it’s hard 
to say no when people ask him for money,” said Pico, who 
has been director of player development and legal for the 
Minnesota Vikings since 2005. “But we help them create safe 
and respectful boundaries so they can say no.”

Guiding players through the trappings of fame and finances 
is just part of what Pico does. In his position, he also assists 
players with other challenges they face off the field, including 
taking care of their mental and emotional health, avoiding toxic 
relationships and substance abuse, and transitioning in and out 
of the game. In his quest to get to know the league’s Sunday 
afternoon superstars, Pico regularly confronts young men who 
believe talking about their feelings is a sign of weakness. This is 
another damaging cultural norm he seeks to dispel.

“I think men are raised in an environment where we are taught 
to handle our business, and men view other men as being weak 
when they do talk about their problems,” Pico said. “I tell our 
players that I want to know the guy behind the numbers. I’m 
not a fan – this is what I do for a living. The fans are the 70,000 
people who watch them play on Sunday afternoon. If they have 
challenges in their life, we address them.”

Pico got his start working with athletes while he was a student 
at Washburn University School of Law, where he coached 
football in addition to juggling his studies with the demands of 
being a young husband and father of four.

“I look back on that and it was a great time, but it was also a 
tough time,” he said.

After graduation, he worked for the NCAA and the Kansas 
City Chiefs before moving on to the Vikings, where, along with 
his other duties, he has implemented a number of educational 
programs and internships to help players prepare for life after 
football. Since the average length of an NFL career is just shy of 
four years, cultivating secondary marketable skills is a very real 
concern for most athletes.

“I always tell the guys you have to begin with the end in mind,” 
Pico said. “I want them thinking from the day they hit the door 
about life after football. I’m on them – I say that if football 
defines who they are as a man, there are going to be a lot of 
disappointments in their life outside of football. But we’re 
trying to bring guys in that are good character guys both on and 
off the field.”

In addition to their skills on offense or defense, when  
Pico interviews potential players, the question of character  
is paramount. He looks closely at a player’s experience in 
college: Was he timely getting to class? Was he accountable? 
Was he active in the community? Did he have off-the-field 
issues or positive drug tests? Did he work well with teammates? 
Was he respectful to coaches? In general, Pico said he finds 

Law alumnus guides players through trappings of fame. 
By Angela Lutz

Focusing on Life After Football

“I absolutely loved my experience at 
Washburn. There were faculty members 
that touched my life – they were so 
willing to go above and beyond and 
help me grow professionally. In every 
aspect of my life, I grew – and I had 
some growing to do. I was trying to be 
a good father, a good husband, and a 
good student, and I had great people 
around to help me.” - Les Pico
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himself working with a lot of “awesome” young men – which  
is the opposite of what most people see in the media, he  
added, where professional athletes’ personal conduct regularly  
makes headlines.

“They are great young guys,” Pico said. “I think the media 
tends to focus on the negative, but I can’t say enough about the 
quality and character of the young men that we bring in.”

Though Pico now serves as a role model to many young football 
players, some of his early mentors included his professors at 
Washburn University School of Law, including Nancy Maxwell, 
Ron Griffin, Dennis Carroll, and Ray Spring, BA ’57, JD ’59.  
Pico’s law degree serves him well in his current position, allowing 

him to help players find quality legal representation and navigate 
tricky contractual or business situations. He credits his time  
at Washburn with helping him grow as a person, and he is now 
able to pass that same wisdom and guidance on to young players 
in the NFL.

“I absolutely loved my experience at Washburn,” Pico said. 
“There were faculty members who touched my life – they 
were so willing to go above and beyond and help me grow 
professionally. In every aspect of my life, I grew – and I had 
some growing to do. I was trying to be a good father, a good 
husband, and a good student, and I had great people around  
to help me.”

Les Pico, ’92. Photo provided by the Minnesota Vikings 
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Faculty Updates

Rory Bahadur – Published 
Torts: A Contemporary 
Approach, 3rd ed., 
Interactive Casebook Series 
(West Academic Publishing, 

2018) (co-authored with Meredith J. 
Duncan and Ronald Turner). 

Andrea Boyack – Published 
“Sustainable Affordable 
Housing,” 50 Arizona State 
Law Journal 455 (2018). 
– Presented “The 

Interpretation & Enforcement of Non-
disclosure Agreements,” WUmester 
event, Washburn University, Topeka, 
Kansas, Feb. 11, 2019.
– Presented “Too Poor for Bankruptcy,” 
Central States Law Schools Association 
annual meeting, Dallas, Texas, Oct. 13, 
2018 (scholarly work in progress).
–  Presented “Stakeholder Property,” 
Association of American Law Schools 
Annual Meeting, Section on Property 
Law, New Orleans, Louisiana, Jan. 4, 
2019.
–  Presented “Strategies and Techniques 
for Enhancing Teaching Before, During, 
and After Class,” Central States Law 
Schools Association annual meeting, 
Dallas, Texas, Oct. 13, 2018.
–  Presented “Fair Housing: 50 Years 
Later,” Kansas Housing Conference, 
Topeka, Kansas, Sept. 14, 2018, with 
Michelle Ewert.
– Presented “Fair Housing Training,” 
Kansas Housing Resource Corporation, 
Topeka, Kansas, Nov. 29, 2018, with 
Michelle Ewert.

Gillian Chadwick – Published 
“Reorienting the Rules of 
Evidence,” 39 Cardozo Law 
Review 2115 (2018).
– Presented “Introduction 

to Laying Evidentiary Foundations,” 
American Bar Association, Commission 
on Domestic and Sexual Violence Trial 
Skills Institute, Chicago, Illinois, Aug. 1, 
2018 (with Madeline Garcia Bigelow).

– Presented “Legitimating the 
Transnational Family,” Georgetown 
Journal of Gender and the Law 
Symposium, Shaping American 
Nationalism: Immigration Law, Gender, 
and Sexuality, Washington, D.C.,  
Nov. 9, 2018.

Linda Elrod – Published 
Child Custody Practice 
and Procedure, 2019 ed. 
(Thomson Reuters, 2019) (the 
17 chapter treatise covers 

all aspects of child custody litigation 
from interview through appeals and 
modifications of custody awards).
– Published, Kansas Family Law: Kansas 
Law and Practice, Volumes 1 and 2, 
2018-2019 ed. (Thomson Reuters, 2018).
– Published “Review of the Year 2017 in 
Family Law: Immigration Issues Impact 
Families,” 51 Family Law Quarterly (2018) 
(co-authored with Robert G. Spector).
– Published Teacher’s Manual to 
Accompany Family Law: Cases, 
Comments, and Questions, 8th ed. 
American Casebook Series. (Co-
authored with Harry D. Krause and J. 
Thomas Oldham) (Thomson West, 2018).
– Presented “Relocation and the 
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction 
and Enforcement Act: Jurisdictional 
Problems,” American Bar Association 
Family Law Section, Sept. 25, 2018 
(webinar with Ashley Tomlinson).
– Presented “Relocation and 
Jurisdictional Conundrums: Custody 
and the Uniform Child Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act,” 
New York State Bar Association Annual 
Meeting, New York City, New York,  
Jan. 17, 2019.

James Concannon – 
Presented “Practical 
Evidence,” Department of 
Children and Families, Child 
Support Services Fall CLE, 

Topeka, Kansas, Oct. 24, 2018. 

Michelle Ewert – Published 
“Spotlight on Washburn 
Law Clinic’s Expungement 
Activities,” 87:9 Journal of 
the Kansas Bar Association 

40 (Oct. 2018)
– Published “Washburn Law Clinic: 
Integrating Service and Learning,” 87:9 
Journal of the Kansas Bar Association 
36 (Oct. 2018).

John Francis – Guest, 
“Kansas’ Unmatched 
Tracking of Ex-Convicts 
Attracts One Legal 
Challenge after Another,” 

KCUR 89.3, Aug. 31, 2018.
– Recipient, Warren W. Shaw 
Distinguished Service Award, Topeka 
Bar Association, 2019.

Emily Grant – Published 
“Helicopter Professors,” 53 
Gonzaga Law Review 1 
(2018).
– Editor, Kansas Probate 

and Trust Administration after Death. 
8th ed. (Kansas Bar Association, 2018).
– Panelist, “What to Make of Student 
Evaluations,” AALS Arc of Career 
Program, Association of American Law 
Schools annual meeting, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Jan. 3, 2019, with Joseph 
Mastrosimone.
- Panelist, “The Helicopter Effect: 
Connecting with Students and 
Society,” Southeastern Association 
of Law Schools (SEALS) 2018 Annual 
Conference, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
Aug. 8, 2018.
– Panelist, “Teaching Fundamentals 
I – How to Design and Implement a 
Law School Course,” Southeastern 
Association of Law Schools (SEALS) 
2018 Annual Conference, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, Aug. 7, 2018.

The following faculty updates are from Aug. 1, 2018, to March 15, 2019. 



– Quoted, “Local Experts Doubtful 
President Trump’s Executive Order Can 
Reverse 14th Amendment,” KSNT News, 
Oct. 30, 2018.

David Rubenstein – Published 
“Immigration Blame,” 87 
Fordham Law Review 125 
(2018).
– Published Privatized 

Detention & Immigration Federalism,” 
Stanford Law Review Online symposium 
(March 11, 2019) (with Pratheepan 
Gulasekaram).
– Presented “Immigration 
Exceptionalism,” Constitution Day 
presentation, Washburn University 
School of Law, Topeka, Kansas, Sept. 
17, 2018.
– Quoted, “Lawsuit against 
Student-loan Giant Navient Moves 
Forward, Perhaps Bolstering Others,” 
MarketWatch, Dec. 22, 2018.
– Quoted, “Ruling on Temporary Status 
Could Play Well for DACA, H-1B Cases,” 
Bloomberg Law, Daily Labor Report, 
Oct. 10, 2018.

Thomas Sneed – Published 
“Why I Love Casemaker,” 
83:1 Kentucky Bar Association 
Bench and Bar Magazine 
(Jan. 2019) (winning entry for 

a writing competition).
– Presented “The Library’s Role in 
Training the Rural Lawyer,” Mid-America 
Association of Law Libraries Annual 
Meeting, Memphis, Tennessee, Oct. 12, 
2018.
– Presented “An Overlooked Resource: 
Opportunities for the Library in the 
Law School Curriculum,” 2018 Society 
of American Law Teachers Teaching 
Conference, Penn State University, 
University Park, Pennsylvania, Oct. 5, 
2018.
– Appointed to the Management and 
Business Acumen team of the Annual 
Meeting Planning Committee for the 
American Association of Law Libraries, 
2019 Annual Meeting in Washington DC.

Amy Westbrook – Quoted, 
“How to Govern the 
Unicorns,” (requires account) 
The Wall Street Journal,  
Dec. 21, 2018.

Hawaii, Sept. 3, 2018.
– Presented “Lessons from Japan on the 
Legitimacy of Informal Constitutional 
Amendment,” East-West Center, co-
sponsored by the University of Hawaii, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Aug. 31, 2018.
– Elected to “Chair-Elect” of the East 
Asian Law and Society Interest Group of 
the Association of American Law Schools, 
at the annual AALS Conference in New 
Orleans, Jan. 2019.

Joseph Mastrosimone – 
Moderator, “Increasing 
Tension: Labor and 
Employment Law 
Protections and Religious 

Accommodations,” Labor Relations and 
Employment Law section, Association of 
American Law Schools annual meeting, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, Jan. 4, 2019.

Lori McMillan – Guest, 
“Tax Cuts Proposed by the 
GOP,” Wharton University of 
Pennsylvania Business Radio 
on Sirius XM Channel 132 

program, Knowledge@Wharton,  
Sept. 14, 2018.
– Appointed ex-officio member of the 
Kansas Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia 
in Education, 2018.

David Pierce – Presented 
“Valuable Lessons for the 
Kansas Oil & Gas Industry 
Taught by Court Decisions 
from Across America,” 

2018 Eastern Kansas Oil & Gas Law 
Conference, Chanute, Kansas, Aug. 3, 
2018.

Mary Ramirez – Presented 
“Whither Accountability,” 
Institute for Investor 
Protection Roundtable 
Conference, Loyola University 

Chicago School of Law, Chicago, 
Illinois, Sept. 14, 2018.  

William Rich – Published 
“Patent Rights and State 
Sovereign Immunity,” 28 
Federal Circuit Bar Journal 15 
(2018).

Burke Griggs – Presented 
“Fear and Loathing in Kansas 
Water Law,” Governor’s 
Conference on the Future of 
Water in Kansas, Manhattan, 

Kansas, Nov. 11, 2018.

Janet Jackson – Published 
“Law & Entrepreneurship in 
Global Clinical Education,” 
25 International Journal of 
Clinical Legal Education 85 

(2018) (with Susan R. Jones).

Jeffrey Jackson – Published 
Interactive Citation Workbook 
for ALWD Guide to Legal 
Citation, 2018 Edition 
(LexisNexis, 2018).

– Quoted, “Looking into the Debate 
Concerning Unaffiliated Votes,” 
FourStatesHomepage.com, Aug. 13, 
2018.
– Presented, “Bail, The Constitution(s) 
and the Statutes,” before The Kansas 
Supreme Court Pretrial Justice Task Force, 
Dec. 13, 2018.

Patricia Judd – Published “The 
Difficulties in Harmonizing 
Legal Protections for 
Traditional Knowledge and 
Intellectual Property,” 58 

Washburn Law Journal 249 (2019).
– Presented “Managing Risks in Overseas 
Markets: Counterfeiting and Piracy,” on 
a panel at the Rural and Independent 
Innovators Conference, sponsored by 
the Kansas Small Business Development 
Center at Washburn University, 
Manhattan, Kansas, Jan. 28, 2019.
– Elected to the Executive Committee of 
the Association of American Law Schools 
section on Mass Communication Law, 
Jan. 2019 (the committee deals with a 
variety of media law issues).

Craig Martin – Presented 
“The Hidden Dangers in the 
Japanese Government’s 
Current Constitutional 
Amendment Proposal,” 

at the Comparative Criminal Justice 
and Public Law of Japan Workshop, 
University of Hawaii at Manoa William 
S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, 
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News Briefs

Victim of wrongful conviction hosted by BSLA

Spring Commencement

The Black Law Student Association hosted Lamonte McIntyre 
this spring to bring awareness to the injustice he faced after 
spending 22 years in jail for a crime he did not commit. 

On April 15, 1994, at the age of 17, McIntyre skipped school 
and it turned out to be the biggest mistake of his life. Based on 
only eye-witness accounts, he was convicted of a double-murder 
and wrongfully imprisoned. At the Washburn Law event, 
Cheryl Pilate, his attorney, gave a chronicle of the events that 
led to his arrest and ultimate freedom from prison. 

In October 2017, Wyandotte County District Attorney, Mark 
Dupree, ’07, decided to vacate the case against McIntyre, and 
joined him for a follow up talk with the law students. Dupree 
has established a conviction integrity unit in the district 
attorney’s office to look into wrongful convictions.

Washburn University School of Law graduates joined the 
ranks of more than 7,300 alumni in 49 states and 14 foreign 
countries and American territories when they took part in 
commencement on May 11. Here are some facts about the 
2019 spring graduates:

•   Ninety-eight percent participated in experiential learning  
     (skills-based) through the Washburn Law Clinic,  
     externships, or internships.
•   Forty-three participated in the Washburn Law Clinic,  
     touching the lives of countless individuals of limited  
     means who otherwise would not have had access to legal  
     services.
•   They contributed more than 1,500 hours toward the Pro  
     Bono Honors Program.
•   Thirty-four percent earned a certificate in at least one of  
     10 specialized areas of the law.
•   Thirteen graduates have relatives who are also members of  
     our Washburn Law family.

We congratulate the 2019 spring graduates and are honored to 
call them alumni!

Dean Carla Pratt with Cheryl Pilate (back left), Lamonte McIntyre 
(back, third from left), and students at a presentation about State v. 
McIntyre hosted by the BSLA. Photo by Martin Wisneski

Top left: Madeline Dickerson, Audrey Koehler, and Jeremy Koehler. 
Top right: Marvin Tador and Professor Alex Glashausser. Bottom: Jason 
Steele, Katie McAfee, Dylan Avery, and Cleotha Daniels. Photos by Earl 
Richardson



 
Dear Friends,

As Washburn University School of Law continues to build 
support for our new campus home that will reflect our 
mission, programs, and culture, we gratefully acknowledge the 
generosity of our donors who have chosen to invest in the next 
generation of legal leaders for our state, region, and the nation. 
Because of you, future Washburn Lawyers will be educated in a 
more modern and dynamic campus home designed to facilitate 
learning and the discovery of the law. Thank you!

The following donors gave to the Ideal Place law school building campaign before April 30, 2019. Donor names listed herein are strictly  
for the purpose of acknowledgment by the Washburn University Alumni Association and Foundation. Any other use is strictly prohibited. 

$1Million - $4.9 Million
Anonymous
Cynthia G. Heath

$500,000-$999,000
George A. Barton, ’77
Kent P., ’66, and Karen S. Smith
Jacqueline Summerson

$250,000-$499,000
Anonymous
Foulston Siefkin LLP
Paul R., ’75, and Jeanne M. 

Hoferer

$100,000-$249,000
Anne L. Baker, ’79
Bill D., ’75, and Claudia J. 

Berkley
Brandon J. Berkley, ’03
Paul D. Berkley, ’56
John T. Bird, ’74
Prof. James M. Concannon
D. Duke, ’73, and Helen E., 

’76, Dupre
Stewart L. Entz, ’65
David A. Fenley, ’79
Jack Focht, ’60, and Gloria 

Farha Flentje
Daniel S., ’72, and Mary Carol 

Garrity
Linda K., ’78, and Bill Graves
Jeffrey R. Hewett, ’95
Richard C. Hite, ’53
Michael C. Manning, ’77
Jim, ’75, and Linda L. Slattery

$50,000-$99,000
Lila A. Berkley
Wendell (Bud), ’74, and 

Peggy S. Cowan
M. Wayne, ’60, and Carolyn 

J. Davidson
S. Lucky, ’78, and Pamela A. 

DeFries
Prof. Linda D. Elrod, ’72
Lori A. Fink, ’85
Ann Hastings Frigon, ’80
Lowell F. Hahn, ’61
John R. Hamilton, ’65
C. Michael Lennen, ’74
The Hon. Marla J. Luckert, 

’80, and S. Ken Morse, ’80
Dan, ’72, and Judy Lykins
Daniel D. Metz, ’66
Lawrence F. Montague, ’79
Thomas F. Puckett, ’77
Florence A. Richey*
Cynthia J. Rogers
Thomas J. and Pam Romig
Sunderland Foundation

$25,000-$49,000
Thomas A., ’69, and Ann 

Adrian
Kevin J. Arnel, ’87
AT&T Corp.
John F. Bergner, ’82
Bever Dye, L.C.
BOK Financial
Dana, ’77, and Tina Brewer
George C. Bruce, ’80

William D., ’56, and Charlene 
S. Bunten

Wm. David Byassee, ’75
Glenda L. Cafer
Stephen W., ’80, and 

Annette M. Cavanaugh
Prof. John E. and Carol W. 

Christensen
Marck R. Cobb, ’89
Daryl V. Craft, ’77
Terry C. Cupps, ’82
The Hon. David B. 

Debenham, ’80
Ronald D. DeMoss, ’80
John C. Dicus
The Hon. Jesse D. Euler, ’65
Fleeson, Gooing, Coulson & 

Kitch, L.L.C.
Janet L. Frickey, ’80
The Hon. Bruce T. 

Gatterman, ’78
Dr. Max M. Halley, ’66
Lisa K. Hammer, ’90, and 

Martin E. Wisneski
Danton C., ’76, and Julie 

Hejtmanek
Robert S. Jones, ’76
Robert W. Kaplan, ’57
Norman R. Kelly, ’80
John D., ’74, and Sameta 

Kemp
The Hon. Philip T., ’78, and 

The Hon. Karen S., ’79, Kyle
Lee, Gurney and Hess
Gregory A. Lee, ’78
Karen S. Lee, ’83

Terry L., ’86, and Jay M. Mann
Robert S. Maxwell, ’78
Lynn S. McCreary, ’94
W. John McGuire, ’86
Larry K. Meeker, ’67
Sunee N. Mickle, ’06
Frank C. Norton*, ’56
Timothy P. O’Sullivan, ’75
Prof. David E., ’77, and 

Martha A. Pierce
Lance A. Pool, ’76
Sidney A. Reitz, ’76
Prof. Sheila Reynolds
Zackery E. Reynolds, ’82
J. Elwood* and Joned C.* 

Slover
Pamela H. Stabler, ’81
Troy A. Stremming, ’94
Robert O. and Karen M. Viets
Thomas M. Warner Jr., ’84
Kenneth W. Wasserman, ’72
M. Kathryn Webb, ’83
Sue Jean White, ’80, and 

Robert Connor
James R. Yoxall*, ’51

$10,000-$24,900
Jodi M. Adolf, ’02
Bever Dye Foundation
A. Michelle Roberts Canter, 

’92
Robin K. Carlson, ’04
John M. Collins, ’91
Community Justice 

Foundation
Steven G. Cooper, ’73

*Deceased    
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Patrick Mikesic 
Executive Director of Development  
and Alumni Relations, School of Law 
pmikesic@wualumni.org  |  785.670.1869

Funds Raised to Date

Ideal Place
The Building Campaign for Washburn University School of Law 

Total cost of project              $40 Million

Funds committed to date              $30.2 Million

   - Washburn University Commitment:         $20 Million
   - Gifts and Pledges received to date:      $10.2 Million

Remaining funds necessary             $9.8 Million
for completion
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Jeffrey P. DeGraffenreid, ’92
Deloitte Tax LLP
William N. Deramus
The Hon. Robert J. Dole, ’52
John M. Duma, ’81
Hills’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
Laura L. Ice, ’84
Prof. Jeffrey D., ’92, and 

Brenda D. Jackson
John D. Jurcyk, ’84
Jeff Kennedy, ’84, and 

Patricia A. Gorham, ’77
Mark W. Krusor, ’76
Luanne C. Leeds, ’06
Jenifer L. Lucas, ’75
Charlie H. Manh, ’88
Paul T. Maricle, ’79
Katherine E. McClure, ’02
Larry R. Mears, ’70
Cheryl R., ’11, and Michael M. 

Meier
Edward J. Nazar, ’78
Gene M.*, ’63, and Judith L., 

’82, Olander
James D. Oliver, ’75
William H. Pitsenberger Jr., ’78
Dean Carla D. Pratt
Theodore D. Roth, ’76
Michael K. Schmitt, ’74
R. Douglas Sebelius, ’76
Roger M. Sherwood, ’64
Michael L. Snider, ’85
Hayden B. St. John*, ’70
Sabrina K. Standifer, ’99
Wiley Rein, LLP
William R. Wood II, ’86
Ronald E. Wurtz, ’73

Up to $9,999
ABWA Career Chapter
Kevan D. Acord, ’84
Prof. Aida M. Alaka
Candice A. Alcaraz, ’16
Ra’Shande Alcaraz
Alan F. Alderson, ’74
M. Lou Allen, ’85
Marian Amrein, ’84
Anton C. Andersen, ’86
Don, ’85, and Rebecca 

Andersen
Robin R. Anderson, ’07
William L. Anderson, ’83

Paul E. Artzer, ’68
Reed R. and Dianne Arvin
Gary M. Austerman, ’74
Scott G. Averill, ’82
Timothy M. Aylward, ’82
Gregg H. Bachmann, ’87
Robert L. Baer, ’77
Prof. Rory D. Bahadur
Carmen D. Bakarich, ’89
Albert R., ’78, and Denise E., 

’78, Bandy
The Hon. Gregory K. Barker, 

’77
Deborah E. Barnes Jones, ’18
Tom R. Barnes II, ’88
Justin A. Barrett, ’04
Harry M. Bass, ’86
Christopher C., ’05, and 

Jamie L., ’05, Bates
David G. Becker, ’08
Kevin T. Beckwith, ’92
Douglas F. Beech
Harold S. Beims, ’68
Timothy, ’09, and Asha Belsan
Col. Jack S. Bender III, ’69
Shelton L., ’84, and Vicky 

Benedict
Leigh P. Bennett, ’86
Richard N. Berger, ’80
The Hon. Robert D. Berger, ’86
Mary Beth Bero*
Jeanette S. Bertelson, ’77
Tanya E. Bidwell, ’05
Russell E. Bishop, ’76
Karen A. Black, ’76
Jeffrey O. Blackwell, ’82
Alexandra E. Blasi, ’11
The Rev. Michael F. Blevins, 

’80
Daniel G. Blythe, ’77
Matthew W. Boddington, ’81
Stuart P. Boehning, ’95
Brett C. Bogan, ’92
David A. Bohm, ’98
Brian G. Boos, ’88
Abigail C. Boudewyns, ’11
Jonathan T., ’00, and India 

N., ’99, Boulton
Prof. Andrea Boyack
Dana A. Bradbury, ’83
The Hon. Paul L., ’56, and 

Xernona C. Brady

Kristina J. Branstetter, ’17
David R. Brant, ’84
The Hon. J. Patrick Brazil, ’62
Jill Bremyer, ’80
Arthur R. Bridgens, ’13
The Hon. Alison K. Brookins, ’86
Vo-Laria N. Brooks, ’10
D. Scott Brown, ’86
Jennifer L. Brown
Lisa M. Brown, ’12
The Hon. Jennifer Brunetti, ’90
The Hon. David E. Bruns, ’84
John J. Bryan, ’68
William L. Bryant, ’77
David V. Buckley, ’62
Mert F. Buckley, ’77
Richard L. Budden, ’12
Lt. Col. Robert L. Burdsal, ’81
The Hon. Benjamin L. Burgess 

Jr., ’72
Jennifer A. Burghart, ’00
George E. Burket III, ’72
Bradley P. Burnett, ’83
Allie J. Burris, ’15
Prof. Ellen Byers
Ray H. Calihan, ’53
Aldo P. Caller, ’88
Pamela D. Campbell Burton, 

’99
Bonnie L. Campbell
Glenda R. Cantrell, ’80
Travis R. Cantrell, 10
Michael S. Cargnel, ’00
Benjamin K.A. Carmichael, ’16
John F. Carpinelli, ’96
MAJ Brian K., ’11, and Mrs. 

Carr
Elizabeth A. Carson, ’82
Michelle M. Carter-Gouge, 

’99
Whitney A. Casement, ’12
The Hon. Laura K. Castillo, ’04
Melissa L. Castillo, ’06
Richard F. Chatfield-Taylor, ’90
Mr. Bart A. Chavez, ’85 & 

Mrs. Tami L. Chavez
Tracey Samantha Chechele, 

’88
James W. Chipman, ’94
Bob and Carol Chipman
Jenna L. Christophel, ’16
Juni Clark, ’78
Kurt F. Clausing, ’85
June Ellen Claydon, ’79
J. Randall, ’80, and Barbara 

J., ’80, Clinkscales
Samuel W. Clopton, ’17
William M. Cobb, ’65
Angela D. Coble, ’09
Dr. Irving A. and Dr. Lauren 

A. Cohen
Jacob A. Cohen, ’98
Robert J., ’85, and Val 

Coletta
Clinton D. Collier, ’94
Chet Compton, ’15
Martin E. S. Conrey, ’84
Jeffrey K. Cooper, ’85
Stephen H. Coover, ’80
Malcolm L. Copeland, ’80
Richard F. Corson, ’85
Carl D. Corvin, ’90

Craig D. Cox, ’77
Nicholas B. Cox, ’88
Vincent M. Cox, ’05
M. Duane Coyle, ’80, and 

Donna M. Schmidt, ’80
Terry D. Criss, ’87
Daniel W. Crow, ’93
Douglas W. Curless, ’82
Krystle M. Dalke, ’08
Whitney B. Damron, ’87
Robert L. Daub, ’88
Karli A. and Ande S. Davis
Reggie Davis, ’00
Stephanie K. Dawkins, ’96
James M. Day, ’83, and 

Joanne Sorrentino, ’82
Richard C. Dearth, ’69
Stanley L. and Alice Jo 

DeFries
Joseph A. Dempewolf, ’18
Danielle D. Dempsey-

Swopes, ’92
Douglas D. Depew, ’80
CAPT David J. Derochick, ’14
Robert and Julie 

DesRuisseaux
The Hon. Jeffrey D. Dewey, 

’84
Gregory S. Diehl, ’15
Dr. Esther W. Digh, ’00
Dwight and Brenda Dinkla
Lindsay K. Donaldson, ’14
The Hon. Dennis R. Dow, ’78
The Hon. Theresa G. Dreiling, 

’84
The Hon. J. Charles Droege, 

’84
Greg A. Drumright, ’02, 

and Cameron Michaud-
Drumright, ’02

Prof. Myrl L. Duncan
Col. Lee K. Durham, ’96
Robert D. Eggleston, ’75
Larry D. Ehrlich, ’74
Louis F. Eisenbarth, ’54
The Hon. William B. Elliott, ’75
Jeffrey O. Ellis, ’77
Michael S. Ertz, ’94
Dr. Paul B. and Rita C. Etzel
Douglas R. Everley, ’74
Prof. Michelle Ewert
Anthony A. Fadale, ’95
Dana L. Fanoele, ’93
Joseph M. Fast, ’80
Michael L. Fessinger, ’14, and 

Christina J. Hansen, ’13
Keith R. Fevurly, ’76
Betty and Gunther Fischer
Bart A. Fisher, ’04
Lt. Col. Donald E. Fisk, ’83
William J. Fitzpatrick, ’67
The Hon. Harold E. Flaigle 

Jr., ’74
The Hon. John T. Flannagan, 

’64
Linda J. Fleeker, ’89
The Hon. James R. 

Fleetwood, ’89
Amanda C. Fleming, ’17
The Hon. Lori A. Bolton 

Fleming, ’01, and Kyle M. 
Fleming, ’00
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G. Steven Fleschner, ’74
Clint W. Floyd, ’04
James A. Floyd, ’13
Kent, ’89, and Beth R., ’84, 

Foerster
John P. Foley, ’05
Daniel A. and Monica Foltz
Carol L. Foreman*, ’80
Prof. William E. Foster
Steven L. Foulston, ’74, and 

Nola Tedesco-Foulston, ’76
Prof. John J. Francis
David S. Fricke, ’92
Tom A. Friedmann, ’75
Tom D. Fulzenloger, ’81
The Hon. Kenneth G. Gale, ’80
Susan S. Gardner
Kerry M. Gasper, ’85
Margaret A. Gatewood, ’73
John D. Gatz, ’81
Robert H. Gilbreath, ’90
John J., ’79, and Jill R., ’13, 

Gillett
Cydni K. Gilman, ’78
Barbara J. Ginzburg
Firman G. Gladow, ’63
Alex and Yumiko Glashausser
Arthur A. Glassman, ’65
S. Jack Glaves, ’50
Diane M. Glynn, ’85
Alan C. Goering, ’76
Clinton M. Goos, ’04
R. Scott Gordon, ’08
The Hon.Thomas H. Graber, ’67
Steve, ’86, and DeAnn Gradert
Ruth E. Graham, ’80
Angela M. Gramse, ’05
Russell E. Grant*, ’66
Charles J. Graves, ’91
Gerald L. Green, ’76
Frederick J. Greenbaum, ’80
Lewis D. Gregory, ’83
Paul S. Gregory, ’85
Prof. Ronald C. and Vicky 

Griffin
Karen L. Griffiths, ’78
Dr. Burke W. Griggs
Prof. Marsha Griggs
Dominique Z. Guerrero, ’03
Lawrence M., ’84, and 

Annette, ’83, Gurney
Ashley G. Habiger, ’10
Kali M. Hague, ’13
Lonnie J. Hajney, ’16
The Hon. Cynthia K. Hale, ’84
Mary K. Hanisch, ’06
Philip W. Hardman, ’81
Ronald H. Harnden, ’73
The Hon. Gwynne E. Harris 

Birzer, ’92
Michael W. Hastings, ’87
William J. and Julie A. 

Haverkamp
David A. Hawley, ’90
William G. Haynes, ’57
Barbara G. Head, ’86
The Hon. Claude S. Heath III, 

’62
Linda J. Helm, ’81
The Hon. William H. Helsper, ’73
Robert E. Hendrickson, ’42
John C. Herman, ’78

John E. Herman, ’58
Charles W. Hess, ’86
Kenneth and Janice Hexdall
The Hon. Stephen D. Hill, ’75
Cathleen M. Hobson, ’04
Justin A. Hocking, ’11
Michael L. Hodges, ’78
Prof. Randall L. Hodgkinson
Gladys Hoefer, ’95
Bob, ’80, and Judith Hoehn
Cynthia G. Holthaus, ’08
Michael D. Hood
Chad L. Hooker, ’93
Kenneth R. Hope, ’74
Thomas C. Hosty, ’89
Laura L. Houser Oblinger, ’14
Gary M. Howland, ’80
Melinda Hoyle Bozarth, ’83
Nicole M. Hoyt, ’14
Collin P. Huerter, ’17
Darrell Huff
Patrick B., ’94, and Stephany 

L., ’97, Hughes
Robert M. Hughes, ’82
Jo and Al Hunt
Sylvia E. Hurla
Patrick J. Hurley, ’67
Kimberly E. Hurt, ’16
Daniel F. and Susan J. 

Hutchins
Yolanda D. Ingram, ’95
Casey L. Irwin, ’90
V. Iyer, ’02
The Hon. Fred S. Jackson, ’60
Prof. Janet Thompson 

Jackson and J. Patrick 
Jackson

Ms. Pamela S. Burrough, ’06
Shirley A. Jacobson
Nicholas H. Jefferson, ’12
Linda P. Jeffrey, ’77
Judy Y. Jenkins Hitchye, ’07
James M. Jeweler, ’90
Jerald V. Johnson, ’13
Kevin B. Johnson, ’81
Kathy and Neil Johnson
Robert E. Johnson II, ’97
Michael G. Jones, ’88
Samuel W. Jones, ’15
Franck Joseph, ’05
Peter A. Jouras Jr., ’87
Prof. Patricia L. Judd
Edward, ’88, and Carole 

Kainen
Colleen L. Kallas, ’95
Karstetter and Bina, L.L.C.
Lawrence Kassin and Susan 

Lynn
Richard J. Kastner, ’85
Nicole M. Kean, ’99
Darren K. Kearns, ’93
Douglas J. Keeling, ’84
Robert B. Keim, ’74
Michael J. Kelley, ’86
Bryan R. Kelly, ’16
The Hon. Patricia M. Kelly, ’95
William J. Kelly, ’75
Allison M. Kenkel, ’04
J. Michael Kennalley, ’76
James A. Kent, ’75
Clayton I. Kerbs, ’09
Glenn I. Kerbs, ’78

Kurt P. Kerns, ’91
Cheryl A. Kessler, ’05
Prof. Ali Khan
Caroline Kibler, ’95
The Hon. Paul J. Kilburg, ’74
K. Mike Kimball, ’70
Shelley H. King, ’00
Tammy S. King
Bruce W. Kinzie, ’77
Dennis D. Kirk, ’75
William N. Kirk, ’90
Dr. Theodore and Sheila 

Kitowski
The Hon. John B. Klenda, ’80
The Hon. Tracy D. 

Klinginsmith, ’68
Susan A. Knabe, ’02
Don J. Knappenberger, ’75
John A. Kober, ’83
Thomas J. Koehler, ’79
Lynda O. Koenemann, ’00
Jeremy B. Kohn, ’94, and 

Laura M. Graham, ’93
Berend J. Koops, ’07
Carl M. Koupal III, ’09
Prof. Tonya Kowalski
Eric G. Kraft, ’99
Margaret Kramar
Paul R. Kramer, ’86
Kyle E. Krull, ’84
Edward M. Kumorowski, ’73
John R. Kurth, ’87
John E. Lang, ’62
Matthew C. Langworthy, ’17
John S. Larigan Jr., ’00
Eric J. Larson, ’76
Gerald R. Lau, ’82
Steven A., ’12, and Diane K., 

’12, Lautt
Tad C. Layton, ’03
Joseph R. Ledbetter, ’09
Robert R. Lee II, ’84
Thomas G. Lemon, ’93
Jeffrey D. Leonard, ’91
The Hon. Jennifer L.  

Lind-Spahn, ’83
Anthony D. Link, ’81
The Hon. Tyler C. Lockett, ’62
Mark P. Lodes, ’17
Kevin W. Loeffler, ’89
Gary W. Long, ’88
James F. Long, ’74
Erica M. Lopez, ’10
The Hon. C. Frederick Lorentz 

II, ’69
Wm. Rex Lorson, ’75
Jeffrey N. Lowe, ’05
Gordon K. Lowry Jr. and 

Junko Lowry
Assoc. Dean Jalen Lowry, ’87
James C. and Catherine M. 

Lowry
Lynne Lowry
Stuart S., ’85, and Lauren M., 

’85, Lowry
Susan Lowry
The Hon. Kurtis I. Loy, ’80
Judith Lubowicki
Allison J. Luthi
Denise L. Magathan 

McNabb, ’08
Keith C. Magnusson, ’74

Ray E. and Susan L. 
Makalous

Douglas K. Manion, ’82
Steven D. Mank, ’86
Linda K. Manlove-Braxton, ’91
Melissa Mann
Robert W. Manske, ’70
Markel Corporation
The Hon. J. Thomas Marten, 

’76
Barry D. Martin, ’77
Chantz N. Martin, ’11
David K. Martin, ’84
David K. Martin, ’76
James E. Martin, ’73
Stan Martindell, ’84
Paula C. Martucci, ’91
Dr. Charles M. Masner, ’82
Mark D. Masters, ’82
Assoc. Dean Joseph P. 

Mastrosimone
Prof. Mary L. Matthews, ’91
Rodney J. Matukewicz, ’98
Prof. Nancy G. Maxwell
Rande A. McAllister, ’71
J. Patrick McCahill, ’80
The Hon. Timothy P. 

McCarthy, ’82
The Hon. Joseph L. 

McCarville III, ’77
Garry J. McCubbin, ’81
The Hon. Katherine K. 

McElhinney, ’97
Matthew D. McFadden, ’99
Kathleen S. McGhehey, ’89
Andrew J. McGowan, ’93
Anne and Jim McInerney
Timothy E. McKee, ’70
Craig R. McKinney, ’84
Prof. Joseph E. McKinney, ’86
Kay McLeod, ’99
Thomas W. McNish, ’80
Larry T. McRell, ’82
James B. Mefferd, ’72
Amy J. Mellor, ’08
Karl A. Menninger II, ’75
Patrick J. Meyer, ’96
Patrick and Elisabeth Mikesic
Debra E. Mikulka
Kaitlin E. Alegria, ’15
Michael A. Millett, ’97
James M. Milliken, ’69
Robert P. Mills, ’11
John D. Minnick, ’73
Joseph N. Molina, ’02
Melissa A. Moodie, ’05
Drs. Mary “Ginny” Moore, 

’96, and Gary Johnson
Brenton B. Moore, ’76
Alosha Moore, ’17
Joseph P. Moore, ’09
Kimberly K. Moore, ’87
The Hon. Nancy L. Moritz, ’85
James W. Morrison, ’71
Otis W. Morrow, ’73
Joshua T. Mortensen, ’13
Christina D. Moss, ’91
Sheldon J. Moss, ’93
Cindy Moyer
William K. Mueller, ’68
The Hon. William E. Muret, ’84
The Hon. James I. Murfin, ’88
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Michael L. and Teresa E. 
Mustain

Jason C. Neal, ’98
Douglas D. and Cappi Nelson
Eboni Nelson
Patrik W. Neustrom, ’77
Andrew T. Newcomer, ’12
Danny L. Newcomer
Jon E. Newman, ’94
Assoc. Dean Preston S. 

Nicholson
Jennifer L. Osborn Nix, ’96
Jere K. and Carol S. Noe
Mahmud Noormohamed, ’90
Erick E. Nordling, ’85
Gary A. Norton, ’84
Joe L. Norton, ’76
Larry D. Nuss, ’67
Steven K. O’Hern, ’88
William C. O’Keefe, ’67
Roger and Rachel Olson
One Gas, Inc.
Ruben Ortiz, ’97
The Hon. C. William, ’77, and 

Catherine Ossmann
Lane R. Palmateer, ’08
Gregory J. Pappas, ’84
Daniel L. Parker, ’03
Matthew W. Parker, ’13
Linda S. Parks, ’83
Randy D. Parsons, ’81
The Hon. James A. Patton, ’75
Cory N. Payne
Kerri A. Pelton
Terri J. Pemberton, ’07
Elvin D. Perkins*, ’48
Lynn L. Perkins, ’67
Clarice J. Peters, ’82
Michael W. Peters, ’88
Ted L. Peters, ’67
O. Peter Peterson, ’72
Philip C. Peterson, ’60
Valerie L. Peterson, ’97
Stephanie L. Petrie, ’96
Prof. Lynette Petty, ’87
Ronald P. Pope, ’84
W. Bradley*, ’54, and Carolyn 

L. Post
Victor F. Poulos, ’77
H. Wayne Powers Jr., ’74
Richard B. Pugh, ’05
Larry J. Putnam, ’76
The Hon. James F. Quinn, ’83
Rep. Bradley C. Ralph, ’84
Prof. Mary Ramirez
David M. Rapp, ’76
John M. Rasmussen, ’99
Randall K. Rathbun, ’78
Scott H., ’02, and Amy S., ’02, 

Raymond
James N. Reardon, ’73
David J. and Bernice Rebein
Elizabeth J. Shannahan 

Redmond, ’81
Randall V. Reece, ’80
Robert H. Reeder, ’60
Nicole M. Revenaugh, ’12
John C. Reynolds, ’16
Prof. William and Kathleen F. 

Rich
The Hon. Cheryl Rios, ’93
Keith L. Roberts, ’80

Blake A. Robinson, ’10
G. Craig Robinson, ’79
Prof. Reginald L. Robinson
Dennis D. Rogers, ’75
Jacquelyn E. Rokusek, ’93
Ronald D. Rome, ’75
Angel Romero Jr., ’13
Brigadier General Deborah 

S. and Joe A. Rose
Frank J. Ross Jr., ’78
Richard D. Ross, ’75
The Hon. Douglas R. Roth, ’78
Prof. David S. Rubenstein
Brett T. Runyon, ’13
Dist. Prof. David L., ’65, and 

Dr. Rita Kay Ryan
Dean K. Ryan, ’81
The Hon. Thomas K., ’85, and 

Nancy R., ’85, Ryan
Ronald S. Ryburn, ’86
Margaret E. Saffels
Douglas B., ’79, and Susan F., 

’79, Salsbury
Priscilla J. Samarripa
The Hon. Rebecca A. 

Sanders, ’78
Charles P. Sandilos, ’85
Janette L. Satterfield, ’90
Jeremy Wangler and 

Michaela Saunders
Terri L. Savely, ’86
Lawrence E. Schauf, ’71
Don and Marge Schepker
Robert P., ’77, and Nancy N., 

’77, Scherer
Jack J. Scheske, ’81
Michael A. Schlueter, ’86
William K. Schmidt, ’09
The Hon. Edward P. 

Schneeberger, ’73
LewJene M. Schneider, ’92
Evan M. Schodowski, ’17
Mark T. Schoenhofer, ’93
Sandra J. Schrader-Farry, ’96
Jeremy K. Schrag, ’09
Heather L. Schrick, ’11
Debi Schrock
Capt. Jason T. Schulte, ’14
The Hon. George F. Scott, ’67
Randall Scott and Kay 

Graham Scott
Security Benefit
R. Scott Seifert, ’92, and Lori 

E. Reyes-Seifert, ’92
David L. Serrault, ’83
Dylan R. Serrault, ’15
Jara J. Settles, ’14
Paul A. Seymour III, ’91
John H. Shaffer, ’54
Patricia A. Shalhoob, ’91
Michael TC Shannon, ’98
Michael Sharma-Crawford, 

’02
Gloria E. Shaw*, ’67
Susan M. Shell
Jennifer L. Shipman, ’05
Matthew L. Shoger, ’18
John A. Showalter, ’72
Michael J., ’07, and 

Katherine L., ’07, Shultz
Joyce R. Simmons 

Rubenstein, ’76

Carolyn R. Simpson, ’97
Amber R. Smith, ’09
Brenda K. Smith
Richard D. Smith, ’89
The Hon. Tom R. Smith, ’70
Virgie A. Smith
Thomas Sneed and Whitney 

Bair-Sneed
Nicole M. Southall, ’16
Douglas C. Spencer, ’69
Kerwin L. Spencer, ’81
William M. Spieler, ’81
J. Harlan Stamper, ’60
Kyle, ’95, and Shelly 

Steadman, PhD
Bradley T. Steen, ’15
Deborah Frye Stern, ’98
Craig D. Stirn, ’80
The Hon. Charles A. Stokes, 

’82
Stacy L. Nummerdor, ’01
Wayne T., ’58, and Janet C. 

Stratton
Michael D. Strong, ’90
Audie L. Strotkamp, ’83
Roger D. Struble, ’82
Dillon L. Stum, ’12
Thad Sullivan, ’99
Shelia Summers
Scott S. Sumpter*, ’83
Catherine J. Sundwall, ’08
Douglas D. Sutherland, ’87
Razmi M. Tahirkheli, ’01
Gerald V., ’82, and Kathleen 

A., ’83, Tanner
Wayne R. Tate, ’80
Donald T. Taylor, ’87
Marilyn Taylor
Fred E. and Marcia M. Terry
James H., ’75, and Sherry L. 

Thompson
David Tighe
Matthew W. Tills, ’91
Tittel Law Office
William L. Townsley III, ’89
David R. Tripp, ’71
Marilyn M. Trubey, ’87
Richard G. Tucker, ’73
Christopher J. Turner, ’18
Eric V. Turner, ’11
Paul M. Ueoka, ’74
C. Geraldine Umphenour, ’86
Thomas A. Valentine, ’69

Christopher M. Valentino, ’13
The Hon. James W. Van 

Amburg, ’82
Randall D. Van Vleck, ’82
The Hon. Philip C. Vieux, ’76
Tai J., ’08, and Krystal L., ’10, 

Vokins
Gregory N. Wagner, ’05
Norris D. Walter*, ’59
Joline M. Wang, ’07
Zhengchao Wang and 

Juiying Hsieh
Dr. Howard N., ’79, and 

Marilyn S. Ward
The Hon. Mark A. Ward, ’81
The Hon. Daniel A. 

Washburn, ’01
Sandra S. Watts, ’91
Elizabeth A. Weinstein, ’83
R. Clark Wesley, ’59
Prof. Amy D. Westbrook
Lt. Col. Bryan T. Wheeler, ’88
Edwin M. Wheeler Jr., ’77
Rep. John P. Wheeler Jr., ’76
Vince P. Wheeler, ’85
Karla Whitaker
The Hon. Margaret F. White, 

’92
Donna L. Whiteman, ’81
Larry H. Whitt, ’73
Gregory A. Whittmore, ’80
David A. Wijewickrama, ’00
Donald P. Wilkes, ’77
James S. Willard, ’76
Calvin K., ’78, and Diane 

Williams
David A. Williams, ’81
Matthew R. Williams, ’13
Richard E. Willis
Ariel Wilson, ’17
The Hon. John A. Wilson, ’68
Wendell D. Winkler*, ’51
Erika L. Winters, ’99
Kenton D. Wirth, ’76
Ashley O. Wright, ’12
Keron A. Wright, ’07
Nola F. Wright, ’84
Richard C., ’80, and Nina R., 

’79, Wuestling
Stephen P. Young, ’17
David N. Zimmerman, ’79
Larry N., ’00, and Angel R., 

’06, Zimmerman
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The following alumni are those whose updates were reported to the school from  
Sept. 15, 2018, to April 11, 2019. Update your address at alumni@washburnlaw.edu  

and submit your news at washburnlaw.edu/alumni/classactions.

Class Actions

1973 
The Hon. Steven L. Hornbaker, Junction 
City, Kan., was appointed by the 
Kansas Supreme Court of the Judicial 
Education Advisory Committee. The 
committee recommends and organizes 
education and training for Kansas 
appellate judges, district judges, and 
district magistrate judges.

Otis W. Morrow, Arkansas City, Kan., 
has stepped down as Arkansas City’s 
hospital attorney having served the 
South Central Kansas Medical Center 
for more than 43 years. He calls this 
transition part of a “logical progression 
of scaling back” on his work.

The Hon. Richard N. Raleigh, Medicine 
Lodge, Kan., was sworn in as interim 
Harper County attorney. Raleigh was 
previously a judge in Pratt, Kan.

1974 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Pete L. Ramirez, Wheat 
Ridge, Colo., has been elected 
president of the Colorado Chapter of 
the American Board of Trial Advocates. 
ABOTA is an invitation-only organization 
of 7,600 of the nation’s premier plaintiff 
and defense trial lawyers. During his 
career, he has tried more than 100  
jury trials.

1975 
Warren G. Jones, Wichita, Kan., has 
joined Holubec & Loy LLC.

Alan L. Rupe, Wichita, Kan., has 
been recognized by Best Lawyers for 
outstanding work in litigation-labor  
and employment. Rupe, managing 
partner at Lewis Brisbois, was 
also recognized in civil rights law, 
employment-management, and 
litigation-municipal.

1977 
Stephen C. Funk, El Dorado, Kan., 
recently retired from a 42-year career 
in the financial services industry which 
included serving as president and 
COO of the Walnut Valley Bank & 
Trust Co., partner in GTRUST Financial 
Partners, and senior vice president 
and market executive with The Bank 
of Oklahoma. Funk is currently serving 
as president and CEO of The Graham 
Foundation, president of the Susan B. 
Allen Hospital Foundation, director of 
the Greater Wichita Metro YMCA, elder 
of Eastminster Presbyterian Church and 
past president and trustee of the Coutts 
Memorial Museum of Art.

James W. Gallagher, Damariscotta, 
Maine, retired from Gallagher & Stein 
Attorneys at Law on Dec. 31, 2018. 
His daughter, Jennifer Villeneuve, will 
continue the practice.

The Hon. William Ossmann, Topeka, was 
appointed by the Kansas Supreme Court 
to the Access to Justice Committee.

William C. Rein, Evanston, Wyo., is the 
new superintendent of the Wyoming 
State Hospital. Rein has an extensive 
background working with both mental 
health patients and providers.

The Hon. Wilbert M. Warren, Wichita, 
Kan., retired after 24 years on the 
bench. Warren was appointed district 
judge in 1995. He was in private 
practice for more than 18 years.

The Hon. John L. Weingart, Hiawatha, 
Kan., was appointed by the Kansas 
Supreme Court to the Judicial 
Education Advisory Committee. The 
committee recommends and organizes 
education and training for Kansas 
appellate judges, district judges, and 
district magistrate judges.

1978 
The Hon. Bruce T. Gatterman, Larned, 
Kan., was elected president-elect of the 
Kansas District Judges Association.

Glenn I. Kerbs, Dodge City, Kan., was 
reappointed to a four-year term on the 
Kansas Board for Discipline of Attorneys. 
Members of the board meet in three-
person panels, which include two board 
members and one at-large attorney, to 
conduct hearings in cases where the 
review committee has found probable 
cause that a lawyer has violated the 
Kansas Rules of Professional Conduct.

Robert S. Maxwell, Topeka, has been 
appointed to a three-year term as 
trustee of the Kiwanis Children’s Fund. 
Maxwell is the executive vice president 
and trust officer for Kaw Valley Bank.

Teri L. Wood, New York, N.Y., has joined 
Jackson Lewis P.C. in the firm’s New 
York City office as of counsel. Wood 
joins the law firm after more than two 
decades at IBM, serving for most of 
that time as chief global labor and 
employment counsel spanning more 
than 170 countries. Wood focuses her 
practice on international employment 
issues, corporate governance and 
investigations, workplace training, and 
restrictive covenants worldwide. 

1979 
Mark A. Burghart, Topeka, was 
named by Gov. Laura Kelly as Kansas 
Department of Revenue secretary. 
Burghart was a partner in the Topeka 
law firm of Alderson, Alderson, Conklin, 
Burghart, Crow & Slinkard LLC where he 
was responsible for litigation of state tax 
matters and an adjunct professor at the 
Washburn University School of Law. He 
previously had been general counsel for 
Revenue for seven years. 

*Names in blue indicate Alumni Association members.
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1981 
Louis M. Clothier, Leavenworth, Kan., has 
been named executive director of the 
Kansas Lawyers Assistance Program.

Arthur R. Weiss, Joplin, Mo., chief 
compliance and ethics officer for 
TAMKO Building Products Inc., recently 
earned the title of vice president of the 
joint governing board for the Society of 
Corporate Compliance and Ethics and 
the Health Care Compliance Association. 
Weiss joined TAMKO in October 2005 
and holds the designations of certified 
compliance and ethics professional-
fellow and certified compliance and 
ethics professional-international by the 
Compliance Certification Board, on 
which he also serves.

1982 
The Hon. Joe Dickinson, Newton, Kan., 
was reappointed by the Kansas Supreme 
Court to the Access to Justice Committee.

The Hon. E. Leigh Hood, Bucklin, Kan., 
was appointed as chief judge of the 16th 
Judicial District. The 16th District is made 
up of Clark, Comanche, Ford, Gray, 
Kiowa, and Meade counties. Hood has 
been elected to the court four times since 
his appointment in 2000. 

The Hon. Timothy P. McCarthy, Overland 
Park, Kan., received the Distinguished 
Public Service Award from United 
Community Services of Johnson County 
for work on Veterans Treatment Court.

Barbara W. Rankin, Topeka, was named 
as assistant insurance commissioner of the 
State of Kansas.

1984 
Dennis C. Jones, Topeka, was hired 
as director of anti-fraud of the Kansas 
Insurance Department. Jones brings more 
than 30 years of legal experience, having 
previously served as a city attorney, 
county attorney, special prosecutor, and 
most recently as assistant district attorney 
for Shawnee County.

The Hon. John J. Kisner Jr., Wichita, Kan., 
retired after more than 15 years on the 
bench. Before being appointed to the 
bench, he was special counsel for the 
Kansas Corporation Commission and 

assistant district attorney and then 
deputy district attorney for the 18th 
Judicial District.

1985 
The Hon. Daniel D. Creitz, Erie, Kan., 
was named secretary of the Kansas 
District Judges Association.

Myall S. Hawkins, Houston, is now a 
partner at Seyfarth Shaw, LLP.

The Hon. Gerald R Kuckelman, Atchison, 
Kan., was appointed as a district judge 
in the 1st District. Kuckelman served 
as the Atchison County attorney, a 
position to which he was first elected 
in 2000. He also maintained a private 
practice and served as a municipal 
judge for several Northeast Kansas 
communities. He previously served as 
an assistant attorney general with the 
Kansas Attorney General’s office and 
was named the Kansas Prosecutor of 
the Year in 2011.

Christine Tamburini Ladner, Kansas 
City, Mo., has accepted a fellowship in 
human trafficking. She will be an Equal 
Justice Works Crime Victims Justice 
Corps fellow. There are approximately 
46 EJWCVC fellowships placed at 
nonprofits across the U.S. Funded mostly 
by the Department of Justice, these 
fellows focus on assisting survivors of 
human trafficking. Her host organization 
will be Legal Aid of Western Missouri. 
Christine prosecuted in Sedgwick 
County, Shawnee County, the Attorney 
General’s office, and Saline County.

The Hon. Candace R. Lattin, Iuka, Kan., 
has been selected by the 30th Judicial 
District Nominating Commission to fill 
a magistrate judge vacancy in Barber 
County. She is a practicing attorney 
in Pratt County. Lattin will stand for 
a retention vote after a year, and if 
retained, will serve a four-year term.

The Hon. Eric F. Melgren, Wichita, 
Kan., was selected as the Wichita 
Crime Commission’s Criminal Justice 
Professional of the Year, 2018.

1986 
The Hon. Julie A. Fletcher-Cowell, 
Larned, Kan., was appointed by the 
Kansas Supreme Court to the Judicial 

Education Advisory Committee. The 
committee recommends and organizes 
education and training for Kansas 
appellate judges, district judges, and 
district magistrate judges.

1987 
Keith A. Schraad, Phoenix, Ariz., director 
of the Arizona Department of Insurance, 
was appointed as interim director of 
the Arizona Department of Financial 
Institutions. Schraad will serve as director 
of both ADOI and AZDFI in anticipation 
of a potential consolidation between the 
agencies. Schraad has served as director 
of ADOI since February of 2018. Prior to 
his time at the department, he served as 
president of online insurance corporation 
where he focused on streamlining 
customer service and improving 
government interfaces for insurance 
companies and health care professionals. 

Ardith Smith Woertz, Topeka, has joined 
Joseph, Hollander & Craft LLC. Smith-
Woertz focuses on family law, primarily 
handling cases involving divorce, child 
support, child custody and residency, 
parenting, and paternity. As a certified 
mediator through the Kansas Office of 
Judicial Administration, she regularly 
acts as a mediator/conciliator for parties 
involved in domestic disputes.

1988 
Stephen Angermayer, Pittsburg, Kan., has 
been selected by the Kansas Continuing 
Legal Education Commission as the 
recipient of the 2018 Robert L. Gernon 
Award. Angermayer is with the firm of 
Fern and Angermayer. 

1989 
The Hon. Kim W. Cudney, Washington, 
Kan., was named treasurer of the Kansas 
District Judges Association.

Susan B. Cunningham, Topeka, was named 
senior vice president of regulatory and 
government affairs and general counsel 
at Kansas Electric Power Cooperative, 
Inc. on Oct. 1, 2018. Cunningham most 
recently was with the law firm Dentons 
U.S. LLP. Cunningham has over 28 years of 
experience in the electric utility industry, 
including general counsel with the Kansas 
Corporation Commission. In this role, 
Cunningham will act as general counsel 
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and be responsible for all legal functions 
and the oversight of regulatory and 
government affairs functions for KEPCo. 

The Hon. James R. Fleetwood, Wichita, 
Kan., was appointed by the Kansas 
Supreme Court to the Access to Justice 
Committee.

1990 
Michael J. Kuckelman, Overland Park, 
Kan., was elected to a two-year term as 
the Republican state chairman by the 
GOP State Committee. 

1991 
Randy D. Gordon, Dallas, is a partner in 
the firm of Barnes & Thornburg. Gordon 
was previously a director at Crowe 
& Dunlevy. Beyond his legal work, 
Gordon is an executive professor of 
law at Texas A&M University, where he 
holds joint appointments in history and 
as special advisor to the dean of the 
School of Innovation and vice president 
of entrepreneurship and economic 
development. 

1992 
Tessa K. Jacob, Kansas City, Mo., is now a 
partner with Husch Blackwell LLP. Jacob is 
a commercial litigator and the founder/
co-leader of the firm’s eDiscovery Solutions 
team. She represents clients in contentious, 
high-stakes litigation and government 
investigations with respect to electronic 
discovery issues. She also works with clients 
to develop litigation preparedness policies 
and to assess processes and technology 
solutions related to eDiscovery and 
information governance. 

Kimberly A. Rodebaugh, Hutchinson, 
Kan., has been appointed as a senior 
assistant district attorney for Reno 
County. She previously was an assistant 
U.S. attorney in Wichita. Rodebaugh 
will handle a general felony caseload, 
including violent person crimes.

1993 
Jonathan D. Beeker, Richmond, Va., is 
now senior counsel, brand integrity for 
Altria Client Services.

Colleen Jamison, Tecumseh, Kan., has 
opened Jamison Law, LLC. Her practice is 
in the area of public utility regulation.

Michael L. Leyba, Denver, has joined 
the Denver law firm of Ryley, Carlock, 
and Applewhite as a staff attorney 
and member of their Document 
Control Group assisting in their ongoing 
investment securities fraud actions filed 
before FINRA, the Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority in the District of 
Puerto Rico. 

1995 
Stephen W. Durrell, Lawrence, Kan., 
was appointed as interim executive 
director of the Kansas Lottery. Durrell 
has been chief counsel and assistant 
attorney general specializing in the 
lottery since 2007.  

1999 
Scott A. Liljegern, Escondido, Calif., 
was named a “2019 California 
SuperLawyers.”

2000 
Bryon L. Koepke, Whippany, N.J., has 
joined Suburban Propane Partners 
L.P. as vice president, deputy general 
counsel and assistant secretary. Prior 
to joining the partnership, Koepke 
spent seven years in the vehicle rental 
industry at Avis Budget Group, Inc., 
where he was senior vice president, 
chief securities counsel and assistant 
corporate secretary.

2001 
Daniel A. Stone, Irmo, S.C., has been 
nominated to join the J. Bratton Davis 
American Inn of Court, a specialty Inn 
focused on bankruptcy practice. Stone 
has been a consumer bankruptcy 
attorney in South Carolina since 2001, 
helping consumers file for Chapter 7 
and 13 bankruptcy relief.  

2002 
The Hon. Douglas P. Jones, 
Cottonwood Falls, Kan., was 
reappointed by the Kansas Supreme 
Court to the Judicial Education 
Advisory Committee. The committee 
recommends and organizes education 
and training for Kansas appellate 
judges, district judges, and district 
magistrate judges.

2003
Wesley L. Ashton, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, is the new Black Hills Energy 
vice president of operations for Iowa 
Gas. Ashton joined the company in 
2006 as the manager of government 
affairs for Colorado and Kansas. He 
became senior manager of public 
affairs for the company’s Colorado 
utilities in 2011. His responsibilities 
supported the Colorado electric and 
natural gas utilities, as well as Black 
Hills Power Delivery and Exploration 
and Production divisions.

Major Von Kliem, Farifax Station, Va., 
is a retired Army judge advocate. 
Following his retirement, Von Kliem 
began Von Kliem Consulting, LLC, 
where he has provided national 
training in police practices and crisis 
communications to community 
groups, police agencies, and 
conferences. He is a graduate 
of the Advanced Force Science 
Specialist Course and was selected 
to lecture at the 2018 Annual Force 
Science Conference. Von is also a 
graduate of the Police Legal Advisor 
Training Program at the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center.

2004
Justin A. Barrett, Colby, Kan., has 
been named by the Kansas Supreme 
Court to serve on a task force to 
improve the pre-trial detention 
process. Barrett is one of three 
attorneys designated to represent 
defense attorneys on the panel. The 
committee is charged with making 
recommendations to the Supreme 
Court on the fairest and most efficient 
way to modernize the pretrial process 
that will be best for defendants and 
adequate for the system.

Starla Borg Johnson, Jamestown, 
Kan., was reappointed by the Kansas 
Supreme Court to the Access to 
Justice Committee.

The Hon. Laura H. Lewis, Meade, Kan., 
was appointed as a district judge in 
the 16th District. Lewis served as the 
Meade County attorney, a position 
to which she was first elected in 2008. 
She also served as a municipal judge 
for Dodge City. 
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Donald H. Snook, Memphis, Tenn., has 
accepted a position with FedEx as senior 
counsel - litigation. 

2005
Brian R. Carman, Wichita, Kan., member 
of Stinson, Lasswell & Wilson LC, has 
been named fellow of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.

Nicholas D. Purifoy, Kansas City, Mo., is 
an assistant legal counsel for Missouri’s 
16th Judicial Circuit.

2006
Jason T. Gray, Washington, D.C., 
became a partner at Duncan & 
Allen. The firm focuses on energy 
law, regulation of public utilities, and 
administrative law. 

Brian J. Malone, St. Louis, has been 
named shareholder at Lashly & Baer, 
P.C. Malone has been with the firm 
since 2016. He devotes his practice 
to assisting governmental bodies and 
public institutions in the St. Louis area.

Richard A. Samaniego, Wichita, Kan., 
has been nominated by Kansas Attorney 
General Derek Schmidt to serve as chair 
of the state’s Crime Victims Board.

Kristen D. Wheeler, Wichita, Kan., has 
joined the U.S. District Court of Kansas.

2007
Robin R. Anderson, Merriam, Kan., 
is now a law clerk for The Hon. Holly 
Teeter, U.S. District Court of Kansas.

Mark Dupree Sr., Kansas City, Kan., 
Wyandotte County district attorney, has 
initiated a new “conviction integrity unit” 
to officially check into claims of those who 
say they have been wrongfully convicted. 
The unit will include a full-time senior 
attorney, a part-time investigator, and a 
part-time assistant.

Shanelle E. Dupree, Kansas City, Kan., 
is now the regional director at Kansas 
Department For Children and Families.

Dana L. Lauer, Boston, Mass., was 
promoted by Cordell & Cordell to 
litigation manager. Lauer has previously 
been recognized as a Massachusetts 
Rising Star in the family law practice area 
by Super Lawyers.

2008
Christine C. Campbell, Wichita, Kan., was 
appointed by the Kansas Supreme Court 
to the Access to Justice Committee.

Alex Cuellar, El Paso, Texas, joined the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Western 
District of Texas as an assistant U.S. 
attorney. Cuellar formerly served as an 
assistant district attorney with the 34th 
Judicial District of Texas.  

Nanette C. Turner Kalcik, Wichita, Kan., 
has joined Lewis Brisbois as a partner. 
Kalcik is experienced in nationwide 
complex litigation. 

Kevin J. O’Keefe, Omaha, Neb., is an 
associate with Abrahams Kaslow & 
Cassman LLP in the litigation department. 

Laurel A. Klein Searles, Topeka, was 
named director of unemployment 
insurance. Searles joined Labor in 
2012 as an appeals referee and 
became chief of appeals, leaving the 
agency to work for the Social Security 
Administration in 2018.  

2009
Timothy M. Belsan, Washington, 
D.C., has been promoted to chief of 
the National Security & Affirmative 
Litigation Unit at the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Office of Immigration 
Litigation.

Brett A. Flachsbarth, Topeka, serves as 
the deputy secretary for the Kansas 
Department of Labor. Flachsbarth 
joined KDOL in 2005 as a member of 
the agency legal team, became the 
chief of the Office of Unemployment 
Insurance Appeals in 2011, and 
was promoted to director of the 
Unemployment Insurance Division in 
January 2013.

Dustin L. Grant, Eglin Air Force Base 
Florida, is the deputy staff judge 
advocate at the 96 Test Wing Legal 
Office.

The Hon. Daniel D. Gilligan, 
Hutchinson, Kan., has been named as 
district magistrate judge for the 27th 
District. Gilligan was previously a Reno 
County prosecutor.

The Hon. Christine M. Larson, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., was appointed 
as the associate district judge 

The 2019 graduating class walks to Lee Arena for the commencement ceremony. Photo by Earl Richardson
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for Cimarron County, Okla. Larson 
was previously a partner at Sharp 
McQueen, P.A. in Liberal, Kan.

Justin L. McFarland, Topeka, is now 
general counsel of the Kansas 
Insurance Department. McFarland 
formerly was deputy general counsel 
and labor market information director 
in the Kansas Department of Labor.

Kevin W. Mechtley, Overland Park, 
Kan., was named to the board of 
directors of the National Association of 
Fixed Annuities. Mechtley has been in 
the middle of insurance industry efforts 
related to the Labor Department’s 
fiduciary rule, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s advice reform 
proposal and the National Association 
of Insurance Commissioners’ revision of 
its annuity suitability rule.

2010
Sean T. Pribyl, Norway, has joined Gard 
AS as senior claims executive lawyer 
(Charters & Traders Defence Claims).

Lisa S. Tse, Bellevue, Wash., has opened 
the Law Office of Lisa S. Tse.

2011
Abigail Boudewyns, Cheyenne, Wyo., 
accepted a position as research 
manager for the Wyoming Legislative 
Service Office. Boudewyns previously 
served as a senior assistant attorney 
general in the Water and Natural 
Resources Division of the Wyoming 
Attorney General’s Office.

Courtney J. Whiteley, Olathe, Kan.,  
has joined Cordell & Cordell as a 
litigation attorney in its Independence, 
Mo., office.

2012
The Hon. Courtney D. Boehm, Hillsboro, 
Kan., was appointed as a district judge 
in the 8th District. Boehm currently 
served as Marion County attorney 
and had a private practice with 
Cottonwood Law Group.

LeTiffany Obozele, Lawrence, Kan., 
has joined the Douglas County District 
Attorney’s Office.

2013
Will Lawrence, Topeka, was named 
chief of staff for the Kansas Governor’s 
office. Lawrence has provided counsel to 
Senate Minority Leader Anthony Hensley 
for the past two years.

Matthew A. Spahn, Wichita, Kan., is now 
a partner at Martin, Pringle Attorneys at 
Law. 

Nickolas C. Templin, Kansas City, Mo., is 
now with Schmitt Law Firm, LLC.

2014
Iasha Chaudry, Vancouver, Canada, 
joined Smart & Biggar, working with the 
life sciences practice group. During time 
spent in the U.S., Chaudry worked in the 
IP group at the University of Washington’s 
technology transfer office. There, she 
expanded her experience to include U.S. 
patent and trademark practices.

Travis L. Cook, Wichita, Kan., is now with 
Koch Companies Public Sector, LLC., 
Legal Department.

Steven E. Iverson, Council Grove, Kan., 
has opened Iverson Law Office. Iverson’s 
practice will include estate planning, 
probate and trust administration, special 
needs planning, elder law/Medicaid, 
Medicaid crisis planning, veterans 
benefits and appeals, succession 
planning for farmers and ranchers, and 
more.

2015 
Jennifer L. Harper, Wellington, Kan., 
assumed the position of assistant district 
attorney for the 27th Judicial District. She 
had previously been a deputy Sumner 
County attorney. She is currently handling 
the juvenile, child in need of care, and 
care and treatment (substance abuse/
mental illness) caseload.

Courtney L. Kelley, Tulsa, Okla., an 
associate at Hall Estill, has been 
accepted into the inaugural class of the 
Heart of America Fellows Institute of the 
American College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel (ACTEC). 

2016 
Blair W. Loving, Garden City, Kan., 
joined the law firm of Hope, Mills, Bolin, 
Collins & Ramsey as a partner. 

2017
Ryan A. Laudermilk, Kansas City, Mo., 
is now a staff attorney in the domestic 
unit at Legal Aid of Western Missouri.

Stryder D. Montgomery, Dighton, Kan., 
is the new district manager of the 
Lane County Conservation District. 

Joseph M. Ramirez, Kansas City, Mo., is 
an associate at Peterson & Associates, 
P.C.

2018
Joseph R. Aker, Abilene, Kan., has 
joined the Cottonwood Law Group.

Sarah C. Anderson,  Albuquerque, 
N.M., is an assistant trial attorney for 
the Bernalillo County district attorney. 

William C. Dauster, Raymore, Mo., is 
now an associate at Carter Law Office.

Christopher M. Helt, Kansas City, Mo., 
has joined Lewis Rice, as an associate 
practicing in the Litigation Department. 
Chris advises clients on matters relating 
to commercial and civil litigation. He 
has experience in state contract law, 
employment, bankruptcy, firearms, 
and appellate procedure.

Matthew J. Wiebe, Holland, Mich., has 
joined Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge. 
Wiebe was a legal intern at Smith 
Haughey Rice & Roegge and also 
interned at the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Kansas.

Kristen N. Zacharias, Topeka, has 
joined the law firm of Newbery, 
Ungerer & Hickert LLP as an associate 
attorney practicing in the areas of 
estate planning, probate and trust 
administration, commercial real estate 
law, business law, and tax planning. 
Before becoming an associate 
attorney, she worked as a law clerk for 
the firm.



Washburn Law mourns the passing of the following alumni whose deaths were reported  
to the school from Sept. 15, 2018, through April 22, 2019.

In Memoriam

Edward C. Hageman, ’49, Stockton, 
Kan., on March 14, 2019, at age 94

Richard E. Pringle, ’51, Bellevue, 
Wash., on March 8, 2019, at age 90 

Wendell D. Winkler, ’51, Paola, Kan., 
on Nov. 4, 2018, at age 94

Hal E. Des Jardins, ’59, Topeka, on 
Jan. 3, 2019, at age 83

David W. Dewey, ’59, Wichita, Kan., 
on Oct. 20, 2018, at age 85

David A. Chase, ’61, Leawood, Kan., 
on February 26, 2019, at age 82 

Keith W. Sprouse, ’62, Marysville, 
Kan., on Oct. 17, 2018, at age 84

Dean O. Smith, ’63, Wichita, Kan., on 
Nov. 18, 2018, at age 81
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Brock R. Snyder, ’64, Berryton, 
Kan., on Dec. 28, 2018, at age 83

Robert H. Downie, ’66, Tulsa, Okla., 
on Jan. 4, 2019, at age 77 

Richard L. Finn, ’67, Kansas City, 
Mo., on February 23, 2019, at age 
77 

William P. Trenkle, ’67, Dodge 
City, Kan., on March 12, 2019, at 
age 76

Thomas R. Conklin, ’68, Topeka, 
on Jan. 17, 2019, at age 76

Michael J. Danaher, ’69, 
Northport, Mich., on Dec. 10, 2018, 
at age 75

David B. Delaney, ’76, Alexandria, 
Va., on Feb. 6, 2019, at age 70

Jay D. Justice, ’77, St. Louis, on 
Sept. 18, 2018, at age 65

Lawrence E. Schneider, ’77, 
Topeka, on April 10, 2019, at  
age 73

Steven R. Smith, ’78, Wichita, Kan., 
on Feb. 21, 2019, at age 70

James M. Caplinger, ’82, Topeka, 
on Oct. 10, 2018, at age 62

Blanca L. Ocampo, ’87, Irvine, 
Calif., on Dec. 23, 2018, at age 80

Dwight L. Miller, ’91, Topeka, on 
Feb. 18, 2019, at age 68

Jan L. Meese, ’95, Rice Lake, Wis., 
on Nov. 2, 2018, at age 63

Remembering James Sloan Remembering Frank C. Norton
James “Jim” W. Sloan., ’52, passed 
away April 18, 2019. He was 91. 

Sloan was born in Hoxie, Kansas and 
later graduated from Topeka High 
School in 1945. He went on to receive 
his bachelor of arts and juris doctor 
from Washburn University. He joined 

the law firm of Sloan, Hamilton & Sloan (now Sloan, 
Eisenbarth, Glassman, McEntire & Jarboe L.L.C.), where 
he was partner from 1955 until his retirement in 2008. He 
was a member of the Topeka Bar Association, the Kansas 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 

Sloan served as Treasurer of the Alpha Delta Alumni 
Association since 1957 and was a trustee of the 
Washburn University Foundation. In 1998, he received 
the Distinguished Service Award from the Washburn 
Alumni Association and the Person of the Year Award 
from the Ichabod Club. In 2009, he received an honorary 
doctorate of humane letters from Washburn University 
and in 2018 received the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the School of Law’s Alumni Association. 

Frank C. Norton Sr., ’56, passed 
away January 19, 2019. He was 88.
 
A lifelong Salina resident, Norton 
took a brief hiatus to attend 
Washburn Law before moving 
back to Salina where he worked 
at his father’s law firm, Smither, 

Berkley, Berkley and Norton, and ultimately founded 
the firm now known as Norton, Wasserman, Jones 
and Kelly, LLC. Practicing law for over 60 years, 
Norton worked tirelessly with many of the individuals, 
businesses, institutions, churches, and charities that 
make Salina the wonderful city it is today.

Throughout his life, Norton earned a number of 
honors and awards, including the Kansas Bar 
Association’s 2002 Robert K. Weary Award. He 
was also inducted as an attorney and counselor  
for the United States Supreme Court and received  
the highest possible peer rating for legal ability and 
ethical standards for 30 years.



Remembering The Hon. John Wooley

Remembering Frank C. Norton
Remembering Winton Hinkle

John B. Wooley, ’56, passed away 
February 15, 2019. He was 92. 

Wooley graduated from Wichita 
High School East in 1944 and 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy on his 
18th birthday. He then worked for 
Dillion grocery store and the Boeing 

Airplane Company for a short time before enrolling at 
Wichita State University. Upon graduation, he started 
at Washburn Law and graduated and passed the bar 
in February 1956. He returned to Wichita where he 
started practicing at the firm of McClellan, Michaud, 
and Robbins and later joined the county attorney staff 
before forming a partnership and practicing law with 
Marvin J. Martin. 

Wooley is most well-known for his service as a federal 
magistrate judge in Wichita, a role he held for more 
than 24 years. He had a love for both Wichita State 
and Washburn Law, and with his late wife Colleen, was 
very generous to both schools through scholarship and 
program gifts. 

Winton M. Hinkle, ’68, passed away 
January 12, 2019. He was 76. 

Hinkle grew up in Garden City 
and later attended Emporia State 
University, earning his teaching degree. 
He later chose to attend Washburn 
Law where he graduated at the top 

of his class and served as editor-in-chief of the Washburn 
Law Journal. 

Upon graduation, he accepted a position with a 
prominent law firm in Wichita, and thus began what 
became a highly distinguished and respected 46-year 
legal career. He co-founded Wichita’s second-largest 
law firm, Hinkle Law LLC, and became what many 
considered to be the expert in municipal finance, 
bond law, and tax and securities codes. Hinkle directly 
contributed to the growth and development of many 
important Wichita-area businesses.

He also maintained involvement with Washburn through 
the Law Alumni Association Board of Governors, 
including serving a three-year term as its president. In 
2015, he was recognized with the Washburn School of 
Law’s Lifetime Achievement Award.

Washburn University School of Law
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