Exercise 9-3

This exercise is an opportunity for you to practice your case briefing skills with respect to the two cases you
used the pre-reading and reading strategies in Exercise 9-1. Copy and then complete the briefing form below

for both cases:
Facts:

Qperative Facts: (State each fact upon which the court relied in making its decision and any other
facts necessary to follow the court’s reasoning.)

Procedural Facts: (What happened in the courts?)

Issue:

When (A-identify the character)

Does (B-identify the situation)

To (C-identify the recipient, if any)
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60 EXERCISE 9-3

What (D-identify the possible outcome) happens?

Holding:
When (A-identify the character in terms of status)

Does (B-identify the situation in general terms)

To (C-identify the recipient, if any, in general terms)

What (D-identify the outcome-what did the judge decide) happens?

Rationale:
Rule (State and paraphrase it)
As stated by the Court:

Paraphrase:
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Application (Explain what the court said in applying the rule to the facts or in applying and/or dis-
tinguishing precedent to the facts)

Public Policy (Explain the reasons underlying the court’s decision and all possible contrary policies)

Synthesis (How can this case be reconciled with the cases preceding and following it?)

Dissenting and Concurring Opinions (Summarize the argument(s) made in any dissenting or concurring
opinion(s))




A SIMPLE, TWO-PAGE STUDY GROUP CONTRACT

Initials:

2.

Commitment to Group Success. Each member of this group hereby commits to working towards
the law school success of every other member of the group. We will manifest this commitment in
the following ways:

1.1

1.3

Commitment to Preparation for Group Meetings. Each member of this group commits to being
personally responsible for preparing for each group session and holding everyone else in the group
accountable for preparing for each group session.

Preparation for each session will consist of: {Note: you may simply say that group members must .
do whatever learning activity(ies) the group assigned itself at the previous group session.)

A group member will be deemed unprepared for a group session if: (state a standard for making
this determination, such as lack of written evidence that the group member has done the work or vote
of the other members of the group)

A group member deemed unprepared for ___ group session(s) must:
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A SIMPLE, TWO-PAGE STUDY GROUP CONTRACT

4.

A group member deemed unprepared for ___ group session(s} will be removed from the group.

Initials:

3, Commitment to Group Communication. Each group member hereby commits to the following

communication goals for group meetings:

Goal 1:

Goal 2:

Goal 3:

Goal 4:

Goal 5:

Initials:

Signatures. By signing this agreement, each member commits herself or himself to the terms listed
above.




Reflection Questions for Chapter 12

1. Why is it helpful for law students to deconstruct rules? Why do students also need to be able to identify
what type of rule each particular rule is?

2. Have you ever created a course outline? For what course? Did it help you learn the course material? Did
you violate any of the principles for creating an effective outline?

3. Have you ever created a graphic organizer? Which type? For what course? Did it help you learn the course
material?
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L.

2.

3.

Reflection Questions for Chapter 15

In what ways is issue spotting similar to something you learned before you went to law school?

Think of and describe an example from your own life when you have applied a non-legal rule to a set of

facts.

Think of an example from your own life when you have applied or distinguished a non-legal precedent
to a set of facts.
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Reflection Questions for Chapter 16

1. Why do the behaviors designated “the negatives™ in this chapter interfere with student learning and suc-
cess?

2. Have you ever planned how you will prepare for an examination? Describe what you did.

3. Why do expert law students self-assess their learning?
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