CENTERS
of
xcellence

E

Professor Linda Elrod

Children & Family Law Center
THE 18TH ANNUAL FAMILY LAW INSTITUTE
The Washburn Law Children and Family Law
Center held its 18th Annual Family Law Institute
Friday, Sept. 16, 2005. The program examined the
problem of “no fault” divorce with “at fault” people. The law appears to be fault neutral, however
the participants do not always see it that way. The
program explored the various types of tort actions
available to divorcing parties and looked at the
use of negligent and intentional infliction of emotional distress in family systems.

Two nationally recognized experts presented during the program. Professor Robert Spector, the
Glenn Watson Centennial Professor of Law and
Legal Director of the Interdisciplinary Graduate
Training Program in the Prevention of Child
Abuse and Neglect at the University of Oklahoma,
keynoted the program with his presentation, “The
World of Marital Torts.”
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Ann Haralambie, a Certified Family Law Specialist
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Several Washburn Law faculty also presented.
Distinguished Professor Linda Elrod discussed,
“Balancing the Interests of Parents and Children
in Relocation Cases.” Professor Sheila Reynolds
presented recent cases on lawyer malpractice, and
Professor Robert Rhee discussed the intentional
and negligent infliction of emotional distress in
family matters. Family law students also had the
opportunity to meet with both Spector and
Haralambie in small group sessions during lunch.
The 18th Family Law Institute which was held on
the Washburn University campus had more than
45 participants.

A variety of opportunities existed for students to
learn about and become involved in family law
activities throughout the semester. In addition to
several family law specialty courses and clinic
opportunities, students were encouraged to
become involved by watching court cases, attending continuing education programs and meeting
with alumni and family law practitioners.

OTHER CENTER NEWS

In January 2006, 30 students completed a course
in child advocacy to prepare them to be effective
advocates for children and to provide high quality
legal representation of child clients. In addition,
the Children and Family Law Center hopes to
start a Child Advocacy Fellows Program to attract
students interested in child and family advocacy.

In addition to the Institute, the Family Law
Student Society, under the leadership of Dallas
Bauer ‘06, Stefanie Benson ‘06 and Sara Martin
’06, brought in numerous speakers throughout the
semester who participated in the lunch time learning series in the Children and Family Law Center.

To learn more about the Center, or to volunteer, contact Director, Professor Linda Elrod at 785-670-1838
or linda.elrod@washburn.edu

During the fall semester, 16 law students served
on the student staff for the Family Law Quarterly,
a publication of the American Bar Association
Family Law Section, which is edited at Washbur n
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