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The Center for Excellence in Advocacy, led by Center 
Director Michael Kaye, prepares law students and 

lawyers to be effective advocates by training them in 
the persuasive and skilled use of  advocacy techniques. 
Participation in the Center also offers law students a 
guided path to future careers in advocacy-centered law 
practice. The Center was fortunate to host a number of  
highly-regarded law professionals this past year.

ADVOCACY SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE

Professor Charles H. Rose III, 
Stetson University College of  Law in 
Florida, was the Advocacy Scholar 
in Residence from October 21-25. 
Professor Rose’s fi rst lecture was 
entitled, “Are We on a Snipe Hunt? 
Combining Clinical Programs, Skills 
Courses, and Doctrinal Education.” 
He discussed the current perceptions 
of  teaching law students in a rapidly evolving world 
and shared the “Stetson Approach.” His talk focused 
on methodologies to create synergy among faculty, 
administration, and students to enhance the educational 
value. 

In his second lecture, “Taming the Wild, Wild Middle 
East: How to Properly Prosecute Contractors, Soldiers, 
and Terrorists,” Rose reviewed the current legal and 
political dilemma concerning criminal jurisdiction over 
persons found on the modern asymmetrical battlefi eld. 
He presented a way forward that ensures justice while 
protecting the individual civil liberties of  all concerned.

ADVOCATE IN RESIDENCE

June Jeffries was the Advocate 
in Residence from October 
29-November 2. Jeffries, a graduate 
of  the Georgetown University Law 
Center, has served on faculties at 
Emory University School of  Law, 
Georgetown’s National Institute 
of  Trial Advocacy, and the Trial 

Advocacy Workshop at the Harvard Law School. She 
presented “Experience and Refl ections: Arbitrary Justice, 
the Power of  the American Prosecutor” and “The Day 
True Villain Came to Town.”

VISITING JURIST

The Honorable Ron Greenberg, 
retired Alameda County, California, 
superior court judge, was the Center’s 
Visiting Jurist on November 7. 
Greenberg presented, “Meditation 
for Law Students: What is in it for 
me?”

According to Greenberg, “The 
anxiety that test taking evokes 
produces adrenalin and diminishes concentration.” 
He added, “For many, meditation serves as a calming 
force in our stressful world. Health benefi ts affecting 
the entire body have been well documented. No matter 
what the motivation, all those who meditate get the same 
health benefi ts.”

Greenberg also discussed the interconnection between 
mediation and meditation. “Meditation teaches you to be 
refl ective, a skill required in mediation,” he said.

ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS SERVED 
AS GUEST SPEAKERS 

The Center appreciates those alumni who shared their 
knowledge on a range of  topics this year. 

On October 4, Ron Pope, ’84, of  Ralston, Pope, and 
Diehl, presented, “Demonstration on Effective Jury 
Selection.” Pope returned on February 20 to lecture on 
“Effective Voir Dire.” 

Robert Beattie, ’93, is a solo practitioner in Wichita, 
Kan. On October 17, he discussed “BTK: Writing 
a Surprise Bestseller.” Beattie is the author of  the 
true crime book, Nightmare in Wichita: The Hunt for the 
BTK Strangler, which was the basis for the CBS/Sony 
made-for-television movie, “The Hunt for the BTK 
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Killer.” The book was a New York Times and USA Today 
bestseller. Beattie is working on a book about the case of  
Dr. Thomas Murray, the Kansas State University English 
Professor who was convicted of  murdering his ex-wife, 
attorney Carmen Ross.

Robert Eye, ’80, presented, “Environmental 
Advocacy and What a Difference One Case Can Make: 
Massachusetts v. EPA” on November 1. 

Shawnee County District Attorney Robert Hecht, ’58, 
presented “Refl ection on a Prosecutor” on November 6. 

Tony Mattivi, ’94, spoke at Washburn Law on 
November 29. Mattivi had recently returned from a 
six-month assignment with the Department of  Justice 
(DOJ) in Baghdad, Iraq. He was assigned to DOJ’s 
Regime Crimes Liaison Offi ce as an advisor to the Iraqi 
High Tribunal, the Iraqi court responsible for trying the 
members of  Saddam Hussein’s regime for war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. Mattivi is an assistant U.S. 
attorney for the district of  Kansas, where he mainly 
prosecutes complex drug traffi cking cases and violent 
crimes. Mattivi returned on January 25 to provide an 
overview of  the Federal Practice Internship Program.

On January 16, Peter Jaures, ’87, discussed depositions 
in his presentation, “How to Defend Against Rambo 
Tactics.” His practice focuses on the rights of  individuals 
who have been harmed. His areas of  specialty include 
bad faith insurance litigation and electrocution cases 
involving high-voltage power line companies and 
individuals who suffer from brain damage. 

On March 5, Ken Carpenter, ’73, of  Carpenter, 
Chartered, spoke about “The Potential and Perils of  
Practicing Veterans Law.” Carpenter has been in private 
practice in Topeka since 1973, and began doing pro 
bono representation of  disabled veterans in 1983. 

“Putting the Law in Law Enforcement” was the subject 
for John Knoll, ’90, in his talk on March 26. Knoll is an 
assistant city attorney for the City of  Topeka, serving as 
chief  of  prosecution and police legal advisor.

On April 9, the Center hosted Jeff  Cooper, ’85, who 
practices worker compensation law in Topeka. 

OTHER ADVOCACY GUEST SPEAKERS

The Center for Excellence in Advocacy hosted 
Commissioner Chris Biggs, Kansas Securities 
Commission, on September 20. Biggs spoke about the 
“Development of  Case Theory: Murder by Dogs.” His 
presentation concerned the case of  State v. Davidson, 267 

Center for Excellence in Advocacy

Kan. 667 (1999), where the owner of  several Rottweilers 
was found guilty of  reckless second-degree murder 
when the dogs attacked and killed an 11-year-old boy in 
Geary County. Biggs, at that time, was the Geary County 
attorney.

On November 14, Dr. Lawrence S. Wrightsman spoke 
on the subject of  “Supreme Court Justices as Human 
Beings.”

Troy Huser of  Huser Law Offi ces discussed, “Attorney 
Misconduct in Closing Argument” on February 13. 
Huser has a private practice specializing in the areas of  
DUI, criminal, and traffi c defense. 

Jean Miller spoke on March 12 about the Shawnee 
County Citizen Review Board, which consists of  
concerned citizens who serve as advisors to judges in 
cases regarding children. 

IN MEMORIAM — 
Byron M. Cerrillo, 1956-2006

Washburn Law has created the Byron M. Cerrillo Memorial 
Scholarship Fund in honor of  the late Byron M. Cerrillo, 
’84, to support outstanding students pursuing careers in 
advocacy. Cerrillo, a career public defender, died of  cancer 
July 26, 2006, at the age of  50. He taught in the Washburn 
Intensive Trial Advocacy Program (ITAP), programs 
sponsored by the National Institute for Trial Advocacy, 
and annually in the Washburn Law Outreach Programs for 
Public Service Lawyers. As chief  public defender for Johnson 
County, Cerrillo developed a weekly advocacy training 
program for his attorneys. Cerrillo will be fondly remembered 
for his lively sense of  humor and enthusiasm to those 
students who were fortunate to work with him. We will miss 
him both as a teacher and as a friend. 

SHAWNEE COUNTY JURY DUTY VIDEO

All Shawnee County residents who are called upon for 
jury duty have the opportunity to view a short video 
of  what is expected as a juror. Twenty-fi ve students 
participated in the revision of  this Shawnee County Jury 
Duty video. They are Jennifer Amyx, Lou Biegeleisen, 
Jordan Blanton, Volaria Brooks, Richard Courson, 
Alex Cuellar, Jake Cunningham, Krystle Dalke, ’08, 
Alan Dunaway, Moji Fanimokun, ’08, Maryann Hon, 
Elizabeth Kenney, Michael Lam, ’08, Joseph Ledbetter, 
Brie Madden, Jonathon Noble, E. Lee Oliver, Matthew 
Richardson, George Rodmon, David Schreiber, Charles 
Sunwabe, Karin Tollefson, Aliuwa Unoke, Ijeoma Wogu, 
and Timothy Woods.


