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It is truly an exciting time for legal education, and Washburn University School of Law 
is leading the way.  I am proud to announce Washburn is the first law school to launch 
an out-of-residence enrollment option for third-year students that will allow students 
to complete their final year of law school from the city or town where they intend to 
practice after graduating. We call this our Third Year AnywhereTM enrollment option, 
and we are excited by the reception this curricular innovation has received. One national 
media outlet referred to it as “revolutionary” and “just what legal education needs,” 
and the National Jurist called it “innovative.” Washburn Law has always had a strong 
reputation for creating practice-ready lawyers, and this enrollment opportunity will 
build on that already strong reputation.   

It is also an exciting time for Washburn Law because we are celebrating Dean Jim 
Concannon’s achievements as a dean, teacher, and scholar. When many people think 
of Washburn Law they think of Jim, and rightfully so. Jim was the law school’s second 
longest serving dean and is the longest serving faculty member with 47 years of teaching 
at Washburn Law. Although Jim was set to retire at the end of this academic year, 
we were able to convince him to stay with us for at least one more year. While we are 
postponing a retirement celebration until Jim actually retires, we wanted to dedicate 
this issue of the Washburn Lawyer to him. In the pages that follow, we pay tribute to a 
remarkable man and his exceptional career at Washburn Law.

Sincerely,

Carla Pratt
Dean, Washburn University School of Law

Dean Pratt meets with students during  the “Donuts with the Dean” event. Photo by Martin 
Wisneski


