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For Nancy Moritz, BBA ’82, JD ’85, pursuing a legal career 
might not have seemed like an obvious choice. Growing up in 
a small town of 350 people, she did not know any attorneys as 
a child, and she didn’t meet a lawyer until many years later. But 
Moritz discovered she had a natural affinity for arguing a case 
when she joined the debate team at Sacred Heart High School 
after her family moved to Salina, Kansas. 

“I absolutely loved everything about debate – the research 
and development of a written plan, the oral presentation of 
written materials, and the cross-examination of and by the 
opposing team,” Moritz said. “I discovered that I loved being 
an adversary, and I thrived on the intellectual challenge and 
competition. That led me to believe that I would like to be a 

lawyer, so I set about achieving that goal. I never looked back 
and I never regretted that decision.”

In 2014, Moritz received a lifetime appointment as a federal 
judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit after 
being nominated by President Barack Obama. Located in 
Denver, the 10th Circuit hears appeals from Kansas, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah, and Wyoming. Appeals 
courts consist of three judges hearing challenges to district 
court decisions as well as appeals from decisions of federal 
administrative agencies. For Moritz, becoming a federal judge 
has been the highlight of her career.

“In my six years as a circuit judge, I have found the work to be 
consistently challenging and rewarding,” Moritz said. “I have 
come to know and appreciate all of my colleagues, and I cherish 
the friendships I’ve made on the court. For me, the most 
important aspect of my role on the court is to give every single 
case the attention and effort it deserves and to constantly strive 
to ‘get it right.’”

Before her appointment to the 10th Circuit, Moritz was 
appointed to the Kansas Court of Appeals in 2004 and the 
Supreme Court of Kansas in 2010. She also previously served 
as appellate coordinator for the U.S. Attorney’s office and 
spent six years as a litigation associate at Kansas City-based 
firm Spencer Fane Britt and Browne. During her private 
practice years in the early 1990s, she also became a mother to 
two daughters. Juggling the demands of work and family, she 
found it challenging to continue the extra activities she found 
meaningful, such as teaching at seminars, writing for legal 
publications, and serving on bar committees.

“I loved my job and I loved being a mom, but I found it 
difficult to find the time to remain involved in the profession in 
a meaningful way,” Moritz said. “I eventually found a balance 
that I could live with, although that balance often involved 
burning the candle at both ends.”

Even with her impressive resumé, Moritz counts her early 
professional experiences among her most meaningful, including 
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Bringing Experience to the Court

Nancy Moritz was recognized as a Washburn University School of Law 
Alumni Fellow in 2019. She is pictured with President Jerry Farley at the 
awards luncheon. Photo by Peggy Clark
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her time working for two Washburn University School of Law 
graduates: She served as a research attorney to Judge Harold Herd 
of the Kansas Supreme Court and as a law clerk to Judge Patrick F. 
Kelly of the U.S. District Court in Wichita. When Moritz applied 
to be a judge on the Kansas Court of Appeals, Judge Kelly, ’53, 
and Justice Herd, BA ’41, JD ’42, supported her application – and 
they both sat proudly in the front row at her swearing-in.

“Both men had very different demeanors and styles, but I 
thoroughly enjoyed working for each of them,” Moritz said. “I 
honestly can’t imagine a better professional experience than 
clerking. It provided me with insight into the inner workings of 
the court and gave me much-needed confidence in my research 
and writing skills. On a more personal side, both judges treated 
their clerks like family, and I remained in contact with Judge 
Kelly and Justice Herd throughout their lives.”

Moritz also cites Washburn University School of Law Professors 
Linda Elrod, BA ’69, JD ’72, and James Concannon as 
instrumental to her success, as well as her experiences working 
on the Washburn Law Journal. In addition to solidifying her 
love of legal writing and boosting her confidence, Moritz said 
her professors at Washburn demanded attention to detail and 
encouraged her to seek new challenges throughout her career – and 
the University even convened a special ceremony at White Concert 
Hall to highlight her official investiture as a federal judge.

“I not only had many family and friends in the audience, but I 
was privileged to share the day with many former classmates, 
professors, and staff – both from my undergraduate and law 
school days,” Moritz said. “I have never been more proud to be a 
Washburn alum. When I look back over my 35-year legal career, 
it is evident to me that the best choice I made was my first 
choice – to attend Washburn Law School.”


