
Internet Researcher: State 
Appellate Court Opinions 
By John E. Christensen 

1. Introduction 

U ntil the advent of the Internet, attorney options for 
computer-assisted case law research were essentially 
limited to Lexis, Westlaw, and CD-ROM products 

offered for individual states or regions. Today's researchers 
have a variety of viable choices. This article highlights elec
tronic resources associated with researching Kansas 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals opinions, as well as 
free and low-cost options for researching appellate court 
opinions in all states. 

II. Kansas 

Kansas attorneys are fortunate to have convenient access 
to recent decisions of the Kansas Supreme Court and Court 
of Appeals at a free website (www.kscourts.org/kscases), 
maintained as a cooperative project by the Courts and the 
Washburn University School of Law Library and the 
University of Kansas School of Law Library. Coverage 
begins October 25, 1996. 

As noted on the Web page, "Opinions are normally 
added to this site within one hour of the time (usually 9:30 
a.m. each Friday) they are transmitted by the Reporter's 
Office to the WebMasters." Access to opinions is provided 
several ways: 

1. Keyword search, 
2. Alphabetical list by case name, 
3. Numerical list by docket number, and 
4. List by date opinions are released. 

Attorneys and other researchers are cautioned about the 
use of the slip opinions: 
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NOTE: Slip opinions are subject to motions for rehear
ing and petitions for review prior to issuance of the 
mandate. Before citing a slip opinion, determine that 
the opinion has become final. Slip opinions also are 
subject to modification orders and editorial corrections 
prior to publication in the official reporters. Consult the 
bound volumes of Kansas Reports and Kansas Court of 
Appeals Reports for the final, official texts of the opin
ions of the Kansas Supreme Court and the Kansas 
Court of Appeals. Attorneys are requested to call 
prompt attention to typographical or other formal 
errors; please notify Richard Ross, Reporter of 
Decisions, Kansas Judicial Center, 301 West 10th, 
Topeka, KS 66612-1598; e-mail, rossr@kscourts.org; 
phone, 785-296-3214. 

A link is provided to the Kansas Appellate Courts Case 
Inquiry System, which provides detailed docket information 
in real time for cases submitted since January 1990. Public 
access to this system began in May 2002. A search for a spe
cific case may be by docket number or by case name. A 
docket number is comprised of three sections: a two-digit 
year number, a five-digit docket number, and an alphabetic 
court designator (S for Supreme Court and A for Court of 
Appeals). In making a query, just use the five-digit docket 
number, not the year or court designation. In making name 
queries, remember that the system uses an "exact match" pro
tocol (e.g., "Pat" will not retrieve "Patrick"). Many users do 
not realize that the system can provide the names and contact 
information for the attorneys in the case. For questions or 
assistance in using the system, contact the Appellate Clerk's 
Office at (785) 296-3229, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

A link is also provided to the brief summaries and press 
releases for selected Supreme Court cases prepared by the 
Office of Judicial Administration. 

Kansas was one of the first states to make its appellate 
court slip opinions available on the Web and has been rec
ognized nationally for the quality of the website. In 2001, 
The American Association of Law Libraries' Access to 
Electronic Legal Information Committee identified (and 
continues to note) the "best practices" exemplified by this 
site. In addition to the published appellate opinions, the 
Kansas Judicial Branch Web page (www.kscourts.org) con
tains links to many helpful resources related to offices asso
ciated with the court system in Kansas. 
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A new e-mail alert service for Kansas Supreme Court and 
Kansas Court of Appeals decisions has been initiated by the 
Kansas Bar Association. Every Monday, except holidays, 
KBA members are sent an e-mail itemizing the decisions 
handed down the previous Friday for both appellate courts 
with a one-line description of each case and its disposition. 
From the e-mail, members may click on a link and be 
taken to a password-protected site where digests of the 
cases for that week are stored. The initial screen has a list
ing of the cases decided. Each entry on the list contains the 
name of the case, type of action (civil or criminal), subject, 
docket number, appellate court (Supreme Court or Court of 
Appeals), name of the lower court, and disposition. By 
clicking on the name of the case of interest, one is taken to 
a summary (digest) that contains the identifying information 
just noted and a summary of the facts, statement of the 
issueCs), holding, and statutory referenceCs). From the 
digest one may click to see the full text of the opinions 
maintained at www.kscourts.org. KBA members who are 
not receiving this service and wish to do so may contact 
Deana Mead, manager of membership services, at the KBA 
office at (785) 234-5696 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday-Friday or e-mail dmead@ksbar.org. 

At present, the briefs of cases submitted to the Kansas 
Supreme Court or Court of Appeals are not available on the 
Web. However, substantial collections of Kansas appellate 
briefs are available in hard copy at the Kansas Supreme 
Court Law Library and Washburn University School of Law 
Library. Both libraries circulate briefs, and the Kansas 
Supreme Court Law Library will photocopy a brief. CThe 
University of Kansas Law Library's collection of briefs runs 
through 1999.) The Kansas State Historical Society Library 
has custody of older case files associated with appellate 
cases and also maintains a collection of briefs. 

Researchers who prefer to work with hard copy may sub
scribe to advanced sheets as well as bound volumes of the 
Kansas Reports, Court of Appeals Reports, and Rules Adopted 
by the Supreme Court of the State of Kansas Annotated by 
contacting the Kansas Supreme Court Law Library at (785) 
296-3257. 

III.All States 

Appellate courts in nearly all states now make their slip 
opinions available on the Web. The table on page 25 pro
vides the name of each state, the associated URL of the 
appellate courtCs), and year of earliest available opinion. 
The table also shows dates of coverage for two of the 
major "bare bones" Web-based legal research services, 
LOISLaw and Versus Law. Coverages for Lexis and Westlaw 
are not shown because both services offer complete histori
cal collections. National Law Library collections begin with 
1950 and Quicklaw America begins with 1930. 

Two popular websites, LexisONE and FindLaw, offer free 
access to state appellate opinions issued since about 1998. 

LexisONE (www.1exisone.com) provides free access to 
federal and state court appellate opinions since January 1, 
1998, as well as free access to U.S. Supreme Court opinions 
from 1790. The service was launched in July 2000 by 
LexisNexis to attract small firm practitioners. In addition to 
recent opinions, the site has a forms library and a directory 
of 20,000 legal websites and is an access point to the com-
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prehensive LexisNexis service priced by the day, week, or 
month. Registration is required, but use of the service is 
free. A listing of jurisdictions, courts, and documents 
excluded is provided. 

It is possible to search for a case by citation, choose a 
particular state (or all states), or specify a particular federal 
court (or a combined federal courts file). One may narrow 
the search by limiting to a particular time frame or by spec
ifying parties, judges, or counsel. 

FindLaw (www.findlaw.com/casecode) provides free 
access to approximately the most recent five years of state 
appellate court opinions, links to opinion sources from the 
respective appellate courts of each state, and links to Westlaw 
databases for each state. In 2000, West Publishing acquired 
FindLaw to help it market to the small firm practitioner. 

The state appellate court opinions at FindLaw are 
arranged by year and by docket number within the year. A 
capability for searching by title or docket number for an 
opinion is provided for each state. FindLaw is one of the 
most popular starting points for legal research on the Web. 

WashLaw WEB Cwashlaw.edu) maintains an extensive 
collection of links to research resources available for each 
state, including links to the websites for the Supreme Court 
and Court of Appeals for each state. In addition, if available, 
there is an "Opinion Search" feature that links to the court, 
association, or other entity, which provides free keyword 
search capabilities of appellate opinions for a particular 
state. A "Scope" note indicates years of coverage (usually 
less than the most recent five years) and provides a contact 
for additional information. From the WashLaw home page, 
click on a state and scroll down until you find the court 
links of interest. 

IV. Fee Based 

Appellate court opinions for all states are also available 
on the Web from commercial vendors of computer-assisted 
legal research systems. In recent years, both Lexis 
(www.1exis-nexis.com) and Westlaw (www.westlaw.com) 
have extended retrospective coverage of their libraries and 
now have 
compara ble 
and relatively 
comprehen
sive libraries 
of appellate 
decisions for 
each state. 
Precise cover
age is detailed 
in the online 
directories 
available at 
their respec
tive websites. 

Some of the 
newer and 
less expensive 
computer-
assisted legal research services provide coverage of state 
appellate court decisions that is more extensive than the 
free sites but less than that of Lexis or Westlaw. Many 
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researchers will find these ranges ade
quate in many instances. 

Loislaw Cwww.loislaw.com). which 
has been marketed in Kansas for a 
number of years, was acquired by 
Aspen Publishers in 2001. Aspen is 
using Loislaw as a platform for provid
ing integrated access to its treatises and 
other publications, as well as primary 
law in subject libraries that coincide 
with practice areas. Kansas Supreme 
Court opinions are available from 1949. 
Opinions of the modern Kansas Court 
of Appeals are available from inception 
(1977). The beginning year of coverage 
of other states' appellate opinions is 
indicated in the table on page 25. 

VersusLaw Cwww.versuslaw.com) 
pioneered the effort to offer lawyers a 
low-cost, Web-based service that pro
vided an alternative to Lexis or 
Westlaw for access to extensive collec
tions of case law from all 50 states, all 
federal circuit courts, and the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 

Coverage for state appellate opinions 
begins in many jurisdictions with 1930. 
The table on page 25 gives the current 
state-by-state coverage. Members of 
the Missouri Bar and the American 
Trial Lawyers Association are eligible 
for even deeper cost discounts by 
virtue of agreements negotiated with 
the vendor. Last October, Legal 
Technology News named VersusLaw 
one of the 10 best legal websites of the 
decade. In March 2000 the vendor 
began developing TribalCourts.com 
( www.tribalcourts.com) , now the 
world's largest collection of Native 
American opinions available in elec
tronic format. 

National Law Library Cwww. 
itislaw.com) provides appellate court 
decisions for all 50 states from 1950 to 
date. It is possible to subscribe 
monthly for one or more states or for 
all states or one may pay by the 
search. National Law Library is a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of ITIS Inc., 
which also owns Brief Reporter LLC 
and Litidex Inc. 

Quicklaw America (www.quick 
lawame rica.com) provides appellate 
court decisions for all 50 states from 
1930 to date. LexisNexis acquired 
Quicklaw in 2002, presumably to 
enhance Canadian content in its 
LexisNexis service. 

Fastcase (www.fastcase.com) 
licenses its state appellate opinions 
from ITIS Inc. (essentially 1950 to 
date) but makes available a user inter
face that provides enhanced search, 
sort, and display capabilities. Monthly 
and annual subscriptions are available. 

CaseClerk (www.caseclerk.com) 
obtains its state appellate opinions 
under license from Versuslaw (see table 
on page 25 for coverage). Annual, 
monthly, and daily subscription plans 
are available. 

TheLaw.Net Cwww.thelaw.net) pro
vides appellate court decisions for all 
50 states by licensing the opinions 
from Versuslaw (see table on page 25 
for coverage). In addition, the user 
interface provides convenient access 
to the appellate opinions available 
publicly on the Web. The Virtual 
Assistant service, free to subscribers, 
will provide a copy of any known fed
eral or state judicial opinion that is not 
available in TheLaw.Net database. 

IF YOU HATE TO DO QDROs: 

At last- a firm that will allow you to out-source your 
QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATIONS ORDERS. 

Draft within 10-15 days. Rates vary 

Carol Melich, CLA 
CAPITALAREA LEGAL ASSISTANT SERVICES 

2811 La Frontera Boulevard, Suite 1716 
Austin, Texas 78728 

(512) 310-7000 
(512) 310-8000 (facsimile) 

CV and references furnished upon request. 

Litigation 
Consulting Services 

o Mock Trials 
o Focus Groups 
o Presentational Evaluation 
o Witness Preparation 
o Survey Research 
o Jury Research and De-Selection 
o Exhibit Advice and Creation 
o Trial Themes 
o Trial Strategies/Planning 
o Prep for Media Encounters 
o Post-Trial Interviews 
o In-house Training & Seminars 

Communication, 
psychology, drama, and 

legal experience 
and expertise 

For more information, 
please visit our website: 

www.integrity-services.com 
or contact 

Gayle W. Herde, Ph.D. 
Integrity Services Corporation 

Aurora, Colorado 

303-766-0923 

What 
IsA 

Business 
Worth? 

If you need an Expert Witness 
or Certified Appraiser of a 
business or its assets, or ... 
If you need an Experienced 

Broker to help sell a business ... 
Call the one with Knowledge & 

Experience 

John R. Harris, CBC, ASA 
Marketing & 
Consultant 
Services, Inc 
Riverbend 
Office Park 
2014 W. 13th Street 
Wichita, KS 67203 
(316) 681-1527 

ghardman@hbpinc.com 
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Appellate Court Websites and Availability of Appellate Opinions from Selected Providers 
State Appellate Courts LOISLaw LOISLaw VersusLaw 

WebSiteURL From Sup From AppFrom From 

Alabama www.alalinc.net 1994 1916 1916 1955 

Alaska www.state.ak.us/courts slips 1923 1980 1960 

Arizona www.supreme.state.az.us 1998 1925 1965 1930 
Arkansas WWW.courts.state.ar.us 1994 1924 1979 1957 
California www.courtinfo.ca.gov 1850 1899 1905 1930 
Colorado WWW.courts.state.co.us 2000 1924 1970 1930 
Connecticut www.jud.state.ct.us 2000 1899 1983 1950 
Delaware www.courts.state.de.us 1998 1949 1949 1950 

Florida www.flcourts.org 1995 1925 1957 1950 

t Georgia www.state.ga.us/courts/supreme 2002 1939 1939 1940 

Hawaii www.courts.state.hLus/index.jsp 1998 1924 1980 1930 
I Idaho www.state.id.us/judicial 2001 1922 1982 1965 • I Illinois www.state.il.us/court 1996 1925 1925 1950 

• Indiana www.state.in.us/judiciary 2002 1923 1921 1940 
I 

I Iowa www.judicial.state.ia.us 1998 1923 1977 1995 

+ Kansas www.kscourts.orglkscases 1996 1949 1977 1982 
I Kentucky www.kycourts.net 1995 1924 1976 1945 

1 
Louisiana www.lasc.org 1995 1921 1972 1980 

Maine WWW.courts.state.me.us 1997 1923 1940 

Maryland www.courts.state.md.us 1995 1899 1967 1950 
I Massachusetts www.massreports.com/slipops slips 1899 1972 1930 , 
! Michigan www.supremecourt.state.rni.us 2001 1923 1965 1930 
I , Minnesota WWW.courts.state.mn.us 1996 1924 1983 1930 

I Mississippi www.mssc.state.ms.us 1996 1924 1995 1954 .. 
Missouri www.osca.state.mo.us 1997 1919 1919 1960 

1 Montana www.lawlibrary.state.mt.us 1984 1924 1950 
Nebraska http://court.nol.org 90 days 1949 1992 1965 
Nevada www.leg.state.nv.us/scd 90 days 1924 1950 
New Hamp. www.courts.state.nh.us 1995 1874 1930 

New Jersey www.judiciary.state.nj.us 1994 1923 1923 1930 
New Mexico www.nmcourts.com 1999 1921 1966 1930 
New York www.courts.state.ny.us 1998 1924 1924 1955 
North Carolina www.nccourts.org 1997 1778 1968 1945 

I North Dakota www.court.state.nd.us 1978 1924 1987 1930 .. Ohio www.sconet.state.oh.us 1992 1923 1921 1950 
I 

Oklahoma 1890 1890 1908 1954 , www.oscn.net 
I , Oregon www.ojd.state.or.us 1998 1924 1969 1950 
I Pennsylvania www.aopc.org 1996 1924 1923 1950 
~ Rhode Island WWW.courts.state.ri.us 1999 1828 1991 1950 i 

I South Carolina www.judicial.state.sc.us 1997 1900 1983 1950 
South Dakota www.sdjudicial.com 1996 1949 1965 
Tennessee WWW.tsc.state.tn.us 1995 1925 1925 1950 
Texas WWW.courts.state.tx.us 1997 1890 1891 1950 
Utah www.utcourts.gov 1996 1923 1987 1950 
Vermont www.vermontjudiciary.org 1993 1924 1930 
Virginia WWW.courts.state.va.us 1995 1931 1985 1930 
Washington www.courts.wa.gov 1939 1925 1969 1935 
West Virginia www.state.wv.us/wvsca 1991 1923 1970 
Wisconsin www.courts.state.wi.us 1995 1939 1978 1945 
Wyoming http://courts.state.wy.us 1995 1924 1950 
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