
LARW II A1 & B2        Spring 2022 Matthews 

First Day Assignment -- Due Tuesday, January 18 before class 

This semester we turn from objective writing to persuasive writing and oral advocacy.  We will work on developing 
skills required for effective advocacy – “the act or process of supporting a cause or proposal.”1   

“Advocacy involves the various activities and processes used in supporting a particular position.  These actions 
may include everything an attorney does to prepare to formally support his or her client's position -- research, 
writing, oral presentations and communications, and meetings with clients.”2  Advocacy is one of the most 
important skills in a lawyer's toolbox.  And learning those skills can actually be fun.3  For example, films can provide 
“memorable visual examples of what to do -- and what not to do” when advocating for a client.4   

Your assignment for the first day of class consists of the following: 

1. Find and read a law review article, book chapter, or other resource that addresses the use of the rhetorical 
triangle in persuasive legal writing and/or oral advocacy.   

2. Watch one film from the list below.  If possible please choose a film you have not previously watched.   
3. Write a subjective review of the film; is it worth watching -- why or why not?  Submit on D2L.  (150 words or 

less)   
4. Write a brief critique of the advocacy skills portrayed in the film.  Include a discussion of how the characters 

employed one or more of the three modes of persuasion embodied in the rhetorical triangle. Submit on D2L. 
(250 words or less) 
 

 

 Film Choices 

 12 Angry Men   
 Marshall    
 The Lincoln Lawyer    
 On the Basis of Sex 
 Just Mercy 

 

 
1 The Meriam-Webster Dictionary. 

2 Kelly Lynn Anders, Advocacy to Zealousness, Learning Lawyering Skills from Classic Films 3 (2012).  

3 This is law school – take your fun where you find it. 
 
4 Id. at 3-4. 


